
 

 

 

 

Course Syllabus - DRAFT 

KNB2362HF – You, Your Congregation, & the End of the 
World: Reclaiming Biblical Apocalyptic for the Church 

Knox College, Toronto School of Theology, Winter 2026 

 

Instructor Information 

Instructor:  Dr. Brian P. Irwin, Associate Professor of Old Testament/Hebrew Scripture 

Office Location:  Chapel Wing, Upper Level, Knox College 

Telephone:  (416) 978-2789 

E-mail:   brian.irwin@utoronto.ca 

Office Hours:  By appointment via email, Zoom or in person 

Teaching Assistant:  TBA 

 

Course Identification 

Course Number: KNB2362HF 

Course Format:  In-person, lectures and discussion 

Course Name: You, Your Congregation, & the End of the World: Reclaiming Biblical Apocalyptic for the 

Church 

Course Location: Room TBA, Knox College, 23 Kings College Circle 

Class Times:  Mondays, 2:10–4:00 pm 

Prerequisites:  None 

 

A. Course Description and Student Learning Goals 

This course will examine popular understandings of end time events and the dispensationalist interpretation that 

underlies them. It will also provide an overview of biblical apocalyptic texts such as Daniel, Ezekiel, and 

Revelation to provide an understanding of what they meant in their original context, how they have been 

received since, and how they might be applied to the life of the church today. 

The Learning Goals listed below relate to the following areas: 

a) Understanding of Area Content (UAC) 

b) General Academic Skills (GAS) 

c) Ministerial and Public Leadership (MPL) 

d) Personal and Spiritual Formation (PSF) 

Upon successfully completing this course, the student will: 

1) have a basic understanding of the dispensationalist movement and the way in which it interprets biblical 

apocalyptic literature (UAC, PSF) 

2) have a thorough knowledge of the content and message of the books of Daniel, Ezekiel, and Revelation as 

well as the historical background necessary for understanding each book (UAC) 

mailto:brian.irwin@utoronto.ca
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3) be able to exercise the exegetical skills necessary for interpreting biblical apocalyptic effectively and 

faithfully for today (MPL) 

4) be able to demonstrate the research and writing skills necessary for graduate-level Old Testament study 

(GAS) 

 

B. Course Resources 

Required Texts 

Required texts are available at competitive prices from the University of Toronto Bookstore online 

(https://uoftbookstore.com/textbooks/) or at their St. George campus location. 

• A modern translation of the Bible (e.g. NRSV, RSV, TNIV, NIV, NJPS, NET, or NASB). The NET Bible offers 

extensive textual notes and is available for use online or as a free download from www.bible.org. The NJPS 

(Tanakh) is a translation of the Hebrew Bible by the best in Jewish Biblical scholarship. As such, it provides a 

helpful complement to any of the standard Christian translations. 

• Irwin, Brian P., with Tim Perry. After Dispensationalism: Reading the Bible for the End of the World. 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham, 2023. 

• Cook, Stephen L. The Apocalyptic Literature. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 2003. 

• Lindsey, Hal, and C.C. Carlson. The Late Great Planet Earth. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1973. 

• LaHaye, Tim, and Jerry B. Jenkins. Left Behind: A Novel of the Earth's Last Days, Left Behind. Wheaton, IL: 

Tyndale House, 1989. 

 

Recommended Texts 

These recommended texts include items of possible interest to students. Students are not required to purchase 

anything on this list. 

• Badke, William. Beyond the Answer Sheet: Academic Success for International Students. Lincoln, NE: 

iUniverse, 2003. 

This valuable work explains how the approach to education in North America differs from that common in 
many other countries. Includes helpful advice on academic expectations, studying, research, writing, 
avoiding plagiarism, and dealing with professors. This work is highly recommended for all ESL and 
International students. 

• Collins, Billie Jean, Bob Buller, and John F. Kutsko, eds. The SBL Handbook of Style: For Biblical Studies and 

Related Disciplines. 2nd ed. Atlanta, GA: SBL Press, 2014. 

An academic style guide based generally on Turabian and used by the Journal of Biblical Literature. 
Includes extensive lists of abbreviations related to biblical studies. A recommended purchase for those who 
plan to continue to do advanced work in biblical studies. 

• Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations. Chicago Guides to Writing, 

Editing, and Publishing, ed. John Grossman and Alice Bennett. 9th ed. Chicago, IL; London: University of 

Chicago Press, 2018. 

This paperback volume has much in common with the larger Chicago Manual of Style, which may be 
consulted for items that Turabian omits. A recommended purchase for students entering a degree 
programme. 

 

Course Website 

This course uses Quercus for its course website. To access it, go to the UofT Quercus login page at 

https://uoftbookstore.com/textbooks/
http://www.bible.org/
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https://q.utoronto.ca/  and login using your UTORid and password. Once you have logged in to Quercus using 

your UTORid and password, look for the My Courses module, where you’ll find the link to the website for all your 

Quercus-based courses. (Your course registration with ACORN gives you access to the course website in 

Quercus.) Information for students about using Quercus can be found at: 

https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701. For help with Quercus, visit: 

https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/46670/pages/support. Students who continue to experience difficulty after 

consulting online support should contact Knox’s head librarian, Joan Pries (joan.pries@utoronto.ca), for further 

help. 

 

The professor’s faculty webpage can be found at: https://knox.utoronto.ca/dr-brian-irwin/ 

 

C. Evaluation 

The class consists of one two-hour lecture per week. Grading follows the TST grade scale found below in, 

“Toronto School of Theology Grading Scale and Standards.” 

The final grade for this course will be based on evaluation in the following areas: 

• Prophecy Preacher Review (3–5 pages) (10%). View the designated episode of a dispensationalist 

teacher/preacher and carefully note the scripture passages used. Examine the original literary and historical 

context of at least three passages and discuss whether the teacher/preacher uses and applies them 

appropriately or inappropriately. A link to the video will be provided on Quercus. Evaluation will be based on 

written clarity, degree of insight, and ability to follow assignment instructions. Due session 4. 

• Use of the Old Testament in Revelation (5–7 pages) (25%). Focusing on a specific passage from Revelation 

chosen in consultation with the instructor, analyse how the author of Revelation has alluded to, 

appropriated, or reused material from various specific Old Testament passages. (Where relevant, reference 

may also be made to ancient Near Eastern contexts.) For each excerpt you examine, briefly suggest why the 

author of Revelation has used this material. How would the result have been received by the original 

audience of Revelation? Due session 7. 

• Final Paper (10–12 pages) (55%). Choose one of the following assignments. 

1) Provide a definition of each of the major views of the millennium (i.e., historic premillennialism, 

dispensational premillennialism, postmillennialism, and amillennialism). What scriptural passage(s) do 

proponents of each position use to support their view? Based on your own exegesis and assessment, 

which view best accords with scripture? What are the possible theological and pastoral ramifications of 

the view you support? 

2) Beginning with your own exegetical study of 1 Thess 4:13–18, assess the biblical evidence for and 

against the doctrine of the “Rapture” and discuss the ramifications of each position (for and against) for 

the work of the church in the world. 

3) Conduct an exegetical study of Jesus’ message in Matt 24:36–51. What did the words of Jesus convey for 

the original audience? How might this message be applied today? 

4) Choose one interpreter each from the periods of, 1) the early church or medieval eras, 2) the period of 

the reformation, and 3) the period from 1800 to 1946 and examine their understanding of the identity of 

the Antichrist. How has the context of selected interpreters affected how they have understood this 

figure? 

Evaluation will be based on written clarity, degree of insight, literary awareness and understanding of the 

text, effective use of secondary sources, and ability to follow assignment instructions. A completed 

Assignment Checklist (see Syllabus Supplement) must accompany your final paper. Your paper must be 

https://q.utoronto.ca/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701
https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/46670/pages/support
https://knox.utoronto.ca/dr-brian-irwin/
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submitted both in paper (in class) and electronic form (via the course Quercus page). Details to follow in 

class. Due session 12. 

• Readings and Participation (10%). Students shall be required to submit a statement via the course Quercus 

page indicating what portion of the required readings they have completed. E.g., “I, STUDENT NAME, attest 

that I have completed XX% of the required course readings." This element will also take into account factors 

such as attendance and participation in class discussions. Due session 12. 
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Toronto School of Theology Grading Scale and Standards 

The following chart presents the standard used for assessment in this course. It is included in the interests of 

transparency and to assist students in self-appraisal. If you wish to discuss an assignment to be submitted or a 

grade that has been received, please feel free to make an appointment with the instructor. 

 

Letter 

Grade 

Numerical 

Value 

GPA Grasp of Subject 

Matter 

Explanation 

A Range: Excellent: Student shows original thinking, analytic and synthetic ability, critical evaluations, broad 

knowledge base. 

A+ 90-100 4.0 Profound and 

creative 

Strong evidence of original thought, of analytic and 

synthetic ability; sound and penetrating critical 

evaluations which identify assumptions of those they 

study as well as their own; mastery of an extensive 

knowledge base. 

A 85-89 4.0 Outstanding 

A- 80-84 3.7 Excellent Clear evidence of original thinking, of analytic and 

synthetic ability; sound critical evaluations; broad 

knowledge base. 

B Range: Good: Student shows critical capacity and analytic ability, understanding of relevant issues, 

familiarity with the literature. 

B+ 77-79 3.3 Very Good Good critical capacity and analytic ability; reasonable 

understanding of relevant issues; good familiarity with the 

literature. B 73-76 3.0 Good 

B- 70-72 2.7 Satisfactory at a 

post-

baccalaureate 

level 

Adequate critical capacity and analytic ability; some 

understanding of relevant issues; some familiarity with 

the literature. 

FZ 0-69 0 Failure Failure to meet the above criteria. 

 
Late work (BD). Basic Degree students are expected to hand in assignments by the date given in the course 

outline. The penalty for late work is 4% deducted per week late (2% off per half week). This penalty is not applied 

to students with medical or compassionate difficulties; students facing such difficulties are kindly requested to 

consult with their faculty advisor or basic degree director, who should make a recommendation on the matter to 

the instructor. The absolute deadline for the course is the examination day scheduled for the course (or the last 

day of exam week). Students who for exceptional reasons (e.g., a death in the family or a serious illness) are 

unable to complete work by this date may request an extension (SDF = “standing deferred”) beyond the 

term.  An SDF must be requested from the registrar’s office in the student’s college of registration no later than 

the last day of classes in which the course is taken. The SDF, when approved, will have a mutually agreed upon 

deadline that does not extend beyond the conclusion of the following term. If a student has not completed work 

but has not been granted an SDF, a final mark will be submitted calculating a zero for work not submitted. 
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Course grades. Consistent with the policy of the University of Toronto, course grades submitted by an instructor 

are reviewed by a committee of the instructor’s college before being posted. Course grades may be adjusted 

where they do not comply with University grading policy (https://tinyurl.com/yav2hkqm) or college grading 

policy. 

Use of Turnitin Plagiarism Detection Tool. Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays to 

the University’s plagiarism detection tool for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In 

doing so, students will allow their written work to be included as source documents in the tool’s reference 

database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the 

University’s use of this tool are described on the Centre for Teaching Support & Innovation web site 

(https://uoft.me/pdt-faq (Links to an external site). 

Students who have principled objections to the use of this service should see the course instructor during the 

first two weeks of the course to arrange an alternative. Typically, this will involve submitting drafts of the 

assignment at regular intervals throughout the semester. Further information on Turnitin and Quercus may be 

found at: https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/student-support/. 

 

D. Course Policies and Information 

Policies for courses are contained in the TST Basic Degree Handbook and the Knox Student Handbook. See 

further, the Syllabus Supplement available from the class Quercus page. In particular, please note the following: 

Accessibility. Students with a disability or health consideration, whether temporary or permanent, are entitled to 

accommodation. Students in conjoint degree programs must register at the University of Toronto’s Accessibility 

Services offices; information is available at http://www.accessibility.utoronto.ca/. The sooner a student seeks 

accommodation, the quicker we can assist.  

Plagiarism Policy. Students submitting written material in courses are expected to provide full documentation for 

sources of both words and ideas in footnotes or endnotes. Direct quotations should be placed within quotation 

marks. (If small changes are made in the quotation, they should be indicated by appropriate punctuation such as 

brackets and ellipses, but the quotation still counts as a direct quotation.) Failure to document borrowed 

material constitutes plagiarism, which is a serious breach of academic, professional, and Christian ethics. An 

instructor who discovers evidence of student plagiarism is not permitted to deal with the situation individually 

but is required to report it to the Knox Director of Academic Programmes. For details, see the TST Basic Degree 

Handbook and the Graduate program Handbooks (linked from https://tinyurl.com/y47hv9ne) and the University 

of Toronto Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters (https://tinyurl.com/y7vrsrhu). A student who plagiarizes in 

this course will be assumed to have read the document Avoidance of Plagiarism in Theological Writing 

published by the Graham Library of Trinity and Wycliffe Colleges (https://tinyurl.com/ydbcge4q). Another 

excellent resource is Cite it Right: Academic Integrity at the Rotman School of Management: 

https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/biccitations. 

Use of Generative AI (e.g., ChatGPT, Copilot, Gemini, Claude). You may use generative artificial intelligence tools 

for learning and practicing the concepts in this course, but these tools may not be used for completing 

assignments in this course. That is, you may use these tools in the same ways you might discuss course content 

and assignments with your peers, but just as you may not collaborate with your peers to complete assignments, 

you may not use these tools to complete any assignment or exercise. If you use a GenAI tool, you should use the 

version of Microsoft Copilot licensed to the University of Toronto, which doesn’t retain data for training 

purposes. Other tools may and do use data entered by users to train the AI, and unless you hold the rights to 

the prompts you use, you may be entering copyrighted material without the rights-holder’s permission. 

https://tinyurl.com/yav2hkqm
https://uoft.me/pdt-faq
https://teaching.utoronto.ca/resources/student-support/
http://www.accessibility.utoronto.ca/
https://tinyurl.com/y47hv9ne
https://tinyurl.com/y7vrsrhu
https://tinyurl.com/ydbcge4q
https://guides.library.utoronto.ca/biccitations
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All of this said, I encourage you to think about the moral, ethical, and pedagogical implications of using GenAI. A 

first step is to complete the University of Toronto’s “Coursework and GenAI: A Practical Guide for Students” in 

Quercus. Another step is to read the University of Alberta Library’s “Ethical Considerations for Using Generative 

AI.” You might also read this research paper, “Your Brain on ChatGPT: Accumulation of Cognitive Debt when 

Using an AI Assistant for Essay Writing Task,” which reports on experiments showing that using GenAI literally 

makes students stupider. 

This course policy is designed to promote your learning and intellectual development and to ensure that 

evaluations are a fair and accurate assessment of your learning. Though it may be tempting to use generative AI 

to assist you when completing your assignments, this will simply inhibit your learning. If the work you submit is 

essentially the output of generative AI, then what have you learned and what value are you adding? Think of it 

this way: if a potential employer or supervisor can get as much from an AI tool as what you’re able to do 

yourself, then why should they hire you at all? You should aim to understand course content at a level that far 

exceeds what an automated tool can achieve. This course—and in particular, each assignment—is designed to 

help you attain true mastery of the course content. If you have questions or are stuck, please come to office 

hours, where I’ll be happy to help. 

Other academic offences. TST students come under the jurisdiction of the University of Toronto Code of 

Behaviour on Academic Matters (http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).   

Inclusive Language. Knox College has a policy that inclusive language be used in teaching, public worship, class 

presentations, written assignments, and official communications. This policy may be found at: 

https://knox.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Knox-College-Policy_Use-of-Language-Policy-and-

Glossary_221003.pdf. 

Back-up copies. Please make back-up copies of essays before handing them in.  

Obligation to check email. At times, the course instructor may decide to send out important course information 

by email. To that end, all students in conjoint programs are required to have a valid utoronto email address. 

Students must have set up their utoronto email address which is entered in the ACORN system. Information is 

available at http://www.utorid.utoronto.ca/. The course instructor will not be able to help you with this. For help 

with your UTORid and password or other technological issues the following options are available: email 

help.desk@utoronto.ca; phone 416-978-HELP; or visit the Help Desk at the Information Commons at Robarts 

Library. 

Students should check utoronto email regularly for messages about the course. Forwarding your utoronto email 

to a Hotmail, Gmail, Yahoo or other type of email account is not advisable. In some cases, messages from 

utoronto.ca addresses sent to Hotmail, Gmail or Yahoo accounts are filtered as junk mail, which means that 

emails from your course instructor may end up in your spam or junk mail folder. Students in non-conjoint 

programs should contact the Registrar of their college of registration. 

Email communication with the course instructor. The instructor aims to respond to email communications from 

students in a timely manner. All email communications from students in conjoint programs should be sent from 

a utoronto email address. Email communications from other email addresses are not secure, and also the 

instructor cannot readily identify them as being legitimate emails from students. The instructor is not obliged to 

respond to email from non-utoronto addresses for students in conjoint programs.  Students in non-conjoint 

programs should only use the email address they have provided to their college of registration. 

Attendance. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner congruent with the vocation they are 

seeking to enter and in which they desire to give leadership. To that end, it is a regulation of the College that a 

minimum of approximately 80% attendance at courses (10 of 12 weeks) is required for credit; 100% attendance 

is expected at seminar courses. Habitual lateness for class will be counted as absence. 

https://q.utoronto.ca/courses/393701/pages/welcome?module_item_id=6741743
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/generative-ai/ethics
https://guides.library.ualberta.ca/generative-ai/ethics
https://arxiv.org/abs/2506.08872
https://arxiv.org/abs/2506.08872
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm
https://knox.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Knox-College-Policy_Use-of-Language-Policy-and-Glossary_221003.pdf
https://knox.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Knox-College-Policy_Use-of-Language-Policy-and-Glossary_221003.pdf
http://www.utorid.utoronto.ca/
mailto:help.desk@utoronto.ca
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Use of Technology in Class. Laptops and other computing devices may be used in the classroom for note-taking 

purposes only. The use of the internet is not permitted while class is in session unless it is part of a specific class 

activity. Students wishing to text message, search for images, fact check etc. should do so during the break or 

outside of class. 

Much of the learning that goes on in the virtual or in-person classroom is founded upon mutual disclosure that 

takes place between instructor and student, and between students. Parties outside of this learning community 

have not committed themselves to this relationship of trust. A student without an approved accommodation 

who wishes to make an audio recording of an in-person class must secure the agreement of the instructor and 

all classmates; livestreaming and video recordings are not permitted. Online video-streamed classes may be 

recorded at the discretion of the instructor. Personal recordings may be used only by the student who made the 

recording; no recording may be reproduced, posted, or distributed without the written permission of the 

instructor. 

 

E. Weekly Schedule of Classes, Readings & Assignments 

Session 1 Jan. 5 COURSE INTRODUCTION ☄ A SHORT HISTORY OF FAILED END TIMES SPECULATION  

   

Session 2 Jan. 12 
WHO’S WHO IN AMERICAN TV PROPHECY ☄ LEFT BEHIND: A POPULAR VIEW OF THE LAST 

DAYS 

 
 

Syllabus 

Citing Sources handout 

How Not to Plagiarize (http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-

not-to-plagiarize) 

Avoidance of Plagiarism in Theological Writing published by the Graham Library 

of Trinity and Wycliffe Colleges (https://tinyurl.com/ydbcge4q). 

Lindsey, Late Great Planet Earth (read at your own pace; complete by session 4) 

LaHaye and Jenkins, Left Behind (read at your own pace; complete by session 12) 

   

Session 3 Jan. 19 DISPENSATIONALISM: BELIEF & BEHAVIOUR, PART 1 

 
 

Irwin, After Dispensationalism, pp. 1–62 

Late Great Planet Earth (complete by session 4) 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 4 Jan. 26 DISPENSATIONALISM: BELIEF & BEHAVIOUR, PART 2 

 ☞ Prophecy Preacher Review due 

 
 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 63–107 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 1 

Late Great Planet Earth (complete by session 4) 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using-sources/how-not-to-plagiarize
https://tinyurl.com/ydbcge4q


 

 

   

Session 5 Feb. 2 INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL PROPHECY 

 
 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 111–40 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 2 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 6 Feb. 9 INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL APOCALYPTIC 

 
 

Ezekiel 1–10, 36–48 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 140–64 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 3 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

 Feb. 16 BASIC DEGREE READING WEEK ☄ NO CLASS MEETING 

   

Session 7 Feb. 23 EZEKIEL 

 ☞ Use of the Old Testament in Revelation paper due 

 
 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 167–84 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 5 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 8 Mar. 2 DANIEL, PART 1 

 
 

Daniel 1–12 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 6 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 9 Mar. 9 DANIEL, PART 2 

 
 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 185–214 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 7 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 10 Mar. 16 REVELATION, PART 1 

 
 

Revelation 1–22 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 215–38 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 8 
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Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

  

Additional Resources 

DeSilva, David A. Unholy Allegiances: Heeding Revelation's Warning. Peabody, 

MA: Hendrickson, 2013. 

Keener, Craig S. Revelation. The NIV Application Commentary, Edited by Terry 

Muck. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000. 

 

   

Session 11 Mar. 23 REVELATION, PART 2 

 
 

After Dispensationalism, pp. 238–84 

The Apocalyptic Literature, chapter 9 

Left Behind (complete by session 12) 

   

Session 12 Mar. 30 REVELATION, PART 3 ☄ INTERPRETING & APPLYING APOCALYPTIC FOR TODAY 

  After Dispensationalism, pp. 285–97 

 ☞ Final Paper and Readings Completed Attestation due 
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