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Course  Syllab us - DRAFT 
 

KNH1015HF: A Glob al History of Christianity: A Survey 
 

Knox Colle g e , Toronto  School of The olog y 
Fall 2024 

 

 
(Basilica, mosaic, c. 450-500 CE, Louvre, Paris, MNE 613)   

 

This course is offered using a remote delivery method. This format will require a computer with a webcam and 
microphone as well as access to high-speed internet.  
 
If you have questions about what remote delivery might mean for you, please feel free to contact the course 
instructor or the Knox College registrar.  
 
As a further support, the University of Toronto has provided recommended tech requirements for online 
learning: https://www.viceprovoststudents.utoronto.ca/covid-19/tech-requirements-online-learning/.  
 
 

 

Instructo r In fo rm atio n  
Instructor:  Dr. Amand a Pullan 
E-mail:   amand a.p ullan@utoronto .ca  
O ffice  Hours:  Contact the  instructor to  arrang e  a time  on Zoom (d e tails on Que rcus)   
TA:   TBC 
Email:    TBC 
 

https://www.viceprovoststudents.utoronto.ca/covid-19/tech-requirements-online-learning/
mailto:amanda.pullan@utoronto.ca
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Co urse  Id e n tifica tio n  
Course  Numb e r: KNH1015HF 
Course  Format: Online   
Course  Name : A Glob al History of Christianity – a Surve y  
Course  Location: Re mote  via Zoom  
Class Time s:  Thursd ay 6:00p m -9:00p m, Seminar 6-7p m; Lecture  7-9p m.  
                                        Seminar g roup s will b e  assig ned  afte r the  first week of class.   
Pre re q uisite s:  None   
 
 

Co urse  De scrip tio n  
The  course  will introd uce  stud e nts to  the  me thod  and  stud y of the  histo ry of Christianity. It will 
also  p rovid e  a knowle d g e  of major e ve nts and  tre nd s in Christian histo ry, which will b e  
re q uire d  for o the r Knox Colle g e  course s.  As a surve y course , top ics will no t b e  cove re d  in 
e xte nsive  d e tail o r in g re at d e p th: rathe r the  course  will allow stud e nts to  p lace  e ve nts in the ir 
p rop e r chronolog ical o rd e r and  cultural conte xt, which will allow for more  d e tailed  stud y o f 
top ics in late r course s at TST and  as ne e d e d  in cong re g ational ministry or furthe r g rad uate  
stud y.  

Le cture : 2 hours 

Comp ulsory se minar: 1 hour 

 

Co urse  Re so urce s 

Re q uire d  Co urse  Te xts/ Bib lio g rap hy 
All the  re q uire d  te xts for the  course  are  availab le  online  throug h the  Unive rsity of 
Toronto  Lib rarie s, o r throug h Que rcus.  

Stud e nts may wish to  p urchase  one  of the  surve y te xts sug g e ste d  b e low for an 
ove rvie w of main the me s.   

Ad d it io na l Co urse  Te xts/ Bib lio g rap hy  
• Justo  L. Gonzále z, The  Story of Christianity, Vol. 1 (Harp e r Collins, 2010)  
• Nick Pag e , A Nearly Infallib le  History of Christianity (Lond on: Hod d e r & Stoug hton, 

2013) 
 

Zo o m  (Vid e o -co nfe re ncing  to o l)   
You will ne e d  a Zoom account fo r the  course . You can acce ss your UofT Zoom account 
at utoronto .zoom.us .If it's your first time , you will ne e d  to  acce ss the  sup p ort p ag e  first. 
 

https://utoronto.zoom.us/
https://act.utoronto.ca/zoom-information/
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Co urse  We b site (s) 
• Que rcus: http s:/ /q .utoronto .ca/    

To  acce ss, g o  to  the  UofT Que rcus log in p ag e  at http s:/ /q .utoronto .ca/   and  log in using  your 
UTO Rid  and  p assword . The n, look for the  My Co urse s mod ule , whe re  you’ll find  the  link to  
the  we b site  fo r all your Que rcus-b ase d  course s. (Your course  re g istration with ACO RN g ive s 
you acce ss to  the  course  we b site  in Que rcus.) Information for stud e nts ab out using  Que rcus 
can b e  found  at: http s:/ /community.canvaslms.com/d ocs/DO C-10701. Stud e nts who have  
troub le  acce ssing  Que rcus should  ask Kylah Thomson, Assistant Re g istrar,  
kylah.thomson@utoronto .ca for furthe r he lp .  

 

Co urse  Le arn ing  Ob je ctive s/ Outco m e s 
 

Basic Degrees – Knox and TST 

This course has the following course-level learning outcomes 
Outcome Evaluation 
1. Demonstrate ethical behavior taking responsibility for 
the expectations of the course, showing respect and 
willingness to participate in the learning atmosphere 
including class discussion and groups 

Oral presentations and class discussion 

2. Demonstrate an introductory knowledge of the topics 
covered by the course in the survey of Global History of 
Christianity 

Midterm exam; Capstone paper 

3. Demonstrate an introductory knowledge of the methods 
used in historical study 

Minor paper; Oral presentation; 
Capstone paper 

4. Demonstrate at an introductory level a willingness and 
ability to discuss historiographical issues arising from the 
study of history  

Minor paper; Oral presentation; 
Capstone paper 

5. Demonstrate the skills necessary for graduate level 
study of the history of Christianity 

Oral presentation; Capstone paper  

 

A student successfully completing this course has made progress towards the following 
Knox College degree program learning outcomes: 

MDiv MTS MPS 
☒ 
 

Interprets Scripture and 
Christian tradition 
(Reformed), using a variety of 
methods, sources, and norms, 
to preach, teach, write, and to 
provide care and witness. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text.  

☒ Demonstrates knowledge at a 
basic level in various 
theological disciplines. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ 
 

Demonstrates knowledge at a 
basic level in various 
theological disciplines, in the 
Reformed or another 
tradition. [* the student may 
come from another tradition] 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

https://q.utoronto.ca/
https://q.utoronto.ca/
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10701
mailto:kylah.thomson@utoronto.ca
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☐ Demonstrates skills in 
creative, faith-centred, 
adaptive, and innovative 
leadership for current and 
emerging communities of 
faith. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text.  

☒ Finds, selects, reads, and 
appropriately integrates 
theological information. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Demonstrates knowledge and 
skills in spiritual care and 
therapy, grounded in 
appropriate theories, for 
professional practice and 
leadership in community and 
institutional settings. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Enhances the vocational and 
spiritual development, 
practices, and well-being of 
self and others. (See 
Professional and Critical 
Competencies.) 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text.  

☒ Engages respectfully and 
constructively in a theological 
community of scholarship. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Demonstrates an appropriate 
spiritual and professional 
identity formation in relation 
to specialized practice. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text.  

☒ Analyzes and evaluates social, 
cultural, and community 
contexts to enable 
communities of faith to 
participate in God’s work and 
justice in a diverse and 
changing world. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ Writes and speaks in English 
sufficiently well to engage in 
theological discourse. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ Writes and speaks in English 
sufficiently well to engage in 
professional practice. 
Evaluation: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

TST BASIC “DEGREE 
LEVEL EXPECTATIONS” 

CORRESPONDING COURSE GOALS AND 
OUTCOMES (see college outcomes above) 

CORRESPONDING COURSE 
ELEMENTS / ASSIGNMENTS 

EXPECTATIONS: In this course students are expected to demonstrate the following: 

1. Depth and Breadth 
of Knowledge 

-Identify major time periods, events, and 
peoples in the history of Global Christianity 
-Analyze themes reoccurring over time.  
 
 

 

Midterm exam; Capstone 
paper 

2. Knowledge of 
methodologies 

- Identify and apply the distinction 
between primary and secondary historical 
sources 
 

Minor paper; Oral 
presentation; Capstone 
paper 

3. Application of 
Knowledge 

-Apply critical analysis to the interpretation 
of texts, based on methods demonstrated 
in class 

Oral presentation; Capstone 
Paper 

4. Communication Skills - Communicate clearly in both oral and 
written forms, using good organizational 
formats and proper research formats* 

 

Minor Paper; Oral 
presentation; Capstone 
paper 
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TST BASIC “DEGREE 
LEVEL EXPECTATIONS” 

CORRESPONDING COURSE GOALS AND 
OUTCOMES (see college outcomes above) 

CORRESPONDING COURSE 
ELEMENTS / ASSIGNMENTS 

5. Awareness of Limits 
of Knowledge 

-Identify one’s own biases which are 
brought to the study of primary and 
secondary sources 
 

Minor Paper; Capstone 
paper 

6. Autonomy and 
Professional Capacity 

-Gather and select information from the 
readings appropriate to assigned tasks  

Midterm exam; Minor Paper; 
Capstone paper  
 

 

 

 

Evalua tio n  

Re q uire m e nts  
Stud e nts should  re ad  all re q uire d  re ad ing s (includ ing  p rimary source s to  b e  
d iscusse d  in the  se minar) b e fore  class. 
Note : e xte nsive  note  taking  is not re comme nd e d  p rio r to  the  le cture .  

The  fina l g rad e  fo r the  co urse  w ill b e  b ase d  o n  e va lua tio ns in  [4 ] a re as: 
Basic De g re e  Stud e n ts: 

1 . Mino r p ap e r in  e ssay fo rm a t (2 0 %) d ue  O cto b e r 1 7 , 2 0 2 4  b y 1 2 :0 0  no o n   
Assig nme nt: Re ad  tw o  of the  starre d  re ad ing s ab out the  Early Church.  Write  a short 
p ap e r (2000-word  max) analyzing  the  authors’ ap p roach to  the  histo ry of the  e arly 
church b y consid e ring  and  re sp ond ing  to  the  q ue stions p rovid e d .  
 
Style  Guid e line s: Essay should  b e  writte n in e ffe ctive  Eng lish. Any source s use d  ap art 
from the  read ing  itse lf ne e d  to  b e  re fe re nce d  using  the  humanitie s fo rmat and  the  
Chicag o  Manual o f Style  (you will ne e d  your UTO RID and  p assword ): 
http :/ /www.chicag omanualofstyle .o rg .myaccess.lib rary.utoronto .ca/16/conte nts.html.
Ple ase  fo llow g uid e  for ‘b ib liog rap hie s’ and   ‘no te s’ and  use  foo tno te s inste ad  of 
e nd note s.  
 
Back up  cop y – p le ase  make  b ack-up  cop ie s o f e ssays b e fore  sub mitting  the m. 
 
Evaluative  crite ria: ab ility to  ap p ly critical analysis to  the  inte rp re tation of histo ry, id e ntify 
assump tions/b iase s (one ’s own, o the rs); ab ility to  communicate  in writing . 
 

2 . Mid te rm  (2 0 %) O cto b e r 3 1 , 2 0 2 4  (d uring  cla ss t im e )   
The  format o f the  mid te rm will b e  short answe rs, multip le  choice , id e ntify, and  
true /false .  
 
Evaluative  crite ria: knowle d g e  of mate rial and  conte nt o f course ; major time  p e riod s, 
e ve nts, and  p e op le  d uring  the  introd uctory p art o f the  course . 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/16/contents.html
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3 . Se m ina r Pre se n ta t io n  (2 5 %) (d uring  se m ina rs)  

Stud e nts will p re se nt a 15-minute  se minar to  the ir classmate s.  
The  se minar p re se ntation will use  a  p rimary source  d ocume nt and  will:  

o b rie fly e stab lish ke y b ackg round  to  the  te xt  
o summarize  the  main id ea/s o f the  p rimary source  (no  more  than 2) 
o e xp lain how the ir own sp iritual b ackg round /re lig ious e xp e rie nce  comp are s to  

the  vie wp oint e xp re sse d  in the  source .  
 
Evaluative  crite ria: id e ntify and  ap p ly the  d istinction b e twe e n p rimary and  se cond ary 
source s; g athe r and  se le ct information; ap p ly critical analysis to  te xts; o ral 
communication skills  
 

4 . Fina l Pap e r (3 5 %) d ue  De ce m b e r 6 , 2 0 2 4  b y 1 1 :5 9 p m    
Stud e nts will write  an analytical e ssay ab out one  (1) o f the  p rimary source s d iscusse d  in 
class. This cap stone  e ssay will includ e  analysis o f one  (1) p rimary source  te xt and  will 
inte g rate  conte nt from the  re ad ing s, se minars, and  le cture s.  
 
Evaluation crite ria: ab ility to  we ig h evid e nce , id entify b ias, critically analyze  p rimary and  
se cond ary source s, and  write  histo rical e xp lanations; writte n communication skills    
 

Grad ing  Syste m  - Ba sic De g re e  Stud e n ts 
1000, 2000 and  3000 le ve l course s use  the  fo llowing  nume rical g rad ing  scale  (se e  se ction 11.2 
of the  BD Hand b ook): 

90-100 (A+) Exce p tional   
 85-89 (A) O utstand ing  
 80-84 (A-) Exce lle nt  
 77-79 (B+) Ve ry Good   
 73-76 (B) Good   
 70-72 (B-) Acce p tab le   
 0-69 (FZ) Failure   
 

Class attendance. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner congruent with the 
vocation they are seeking to enter and in which they desire to give leadership. To that end, it is a 
regulation of Knox College that a minimum of approximately 80% attendance at courses (10 of 12 
weeks) is required for credit; 100% attendance is expected at seminar courses. Habitual lateness for 
class will be counted as absence. 

Teaching and learning are interactive, not passive, activities. Therefore, students may not “attend” an 
in-person class through unauthorized audio or video streaming or by watching or listening to a 
recording; instructors are not obligated to record or permitted to stream their in-person classes. Online 
classes that include a synchronous video component require the same level of attendance as an in-
person course, and students may not “attend” by watching or listening to a recording. Students 
requiring accommodations to attend class must present medical and/or Accessibility Services 
documentation that outlines the type and duration of accommodation(s) required.  

Amanda Pullan
Christine: I pulled this in from the new syllabus template you gave me - but is  this mandatory to add - attendance is not written into my evaluation. 



Page 7 of 12 (Revised Jul. 2024) 

Late  w ork (BD). Basic De g re e  stud e nts are  e xp e cte d  to  hand  in assig nme nts b y the  d ate  
g ive n in the  course  outline . The re  is no  p e nalty ap p lie d  if the  assig nme nt is sub mitte d  up  to  24 
hours late , afte r that, a  g rad e  is lost p e r d ay. The  ab so lute  d e ad line  for course  work is the  last 
d ay of e xam we e k for the  se me ste r in which the  course  is taug ht.  

Late  work p e nalty is no t ap p lie d  to  stud e nts with d ocume nte d  me d ical o r comp assionate  
d ifficultie s o r e xce p tional re asons (e .g ., a  d eath in the  family or a se rious illne ss); stud e nts 
facing  such d ifficultie s should  consult with the ir faculty ad vise r o r b asic d e g re e  d ire ctor, who 
should  make  a re comme nd ation on the  matte r to  the  instructor and  req ue st an SDF. 

The  ab so lute  d e ad line  for ob taining  an SDF for the  last d ay of e xamination we e k.   An SDF must 
b e  re q ue ste d  from the  re g istrar’s o ffice  in the  stud e nt’s co lle g e  of re g istration no  late r than the  
last d ay of e xam we e k in which the  course  is take n. The  SDF, when ap p rove d , will have  a 
mutually ag re e d  up on d e ad line  that d oe s no t e xte nd  b e yond  the  conclusion of the  fo llowing  
te rm. If a stud e nt has no t comp le ted  work b ut has no t b e en g rante d  an SDF, a final mark will 
b e  sub mitte d  calculating  a ze ro  for work no t sub mitte d .   

Mid te rm  Exam :  Ab se nce  d ue  to  sickne ss or o the r d ifficultie s re q uire s a me d ical no te  o r o the r 
d ocume ntation, without this, the  mark g ive n will b e  ze ro  and  the re  is no  make -up  e xam. For 
q ue stions, p le ase  contact the  instructor.   

Course  g rad e s. Consiste ntly with the  p o licy of the  Unive rsity o f Toronto , course  g rad e s 
sub mitte d  b y an instructor are  re viewe d  b y a committe e  of the  instructo r’s co lle g e  b e fore  
b e ing  p oste d  to  ACO RN. Grad e s are  no t o fficial until the y are  p oste d  to  ACO RN. Course  
g rad e s may b e  ad juste d  whe re  they d o  no t comp ly with Unive rsity Asse ssme nt and  Grad ing  
Practice s Policy found  at http s:/ /g ove rning council.utoronto .ca/ 
se cre tariat/p o licie s/g rad ing -p ractice s-p o licy-unive rsity-asse ssme nt-and -january-26-2012, 
p o licie s found  in the  TST conjo int p rog ram hand b ooks, o r co lle g e  g rad ing  p o licy.  

Po licie s 
Acce ssib ility. Stud e nts with a d isab ility o r he alth consid e ration, whe the r te mp orary or 
p e rmane nt, are  e ntitle d  to  accommod ation. Stud e nts in conjo int d e g re e  p rog rams must 
re g iste r at the  Unive rsity o f Toronto ’s Acce ssib ility Se rvice s office s; information is availab le  at 
http :/ /www.stud e ntlife .utoronto .ca/as The  soone r a stud e nt se e ks accommod ation, the  
q uicke r we  can assist.  

Inclusive  Lang uag e .  When using  lang uag e  in any form (written, oral, visual), instructor and  
students shall strive  to re sp ect one  anothe r b y choosing  lang uag e  in ways outlined  in the  Knox 
Colleg e  Lang uag e  Policy: http s:/ /knox.utoronto .ca/wp -conte nt/up load s/2023/04/Knox-
Colle g e -Policy_Use -of-Lang uag e -Policy-and -Glossary_221003.p d f 

Plag ia rism . Stud e nts sub mitting  writte n mate rial in course s are  e xp e cted  to  p rovid e  full 
d ocume ntation for source s of b o th word s and  id e as in foo tno te s o r e nd note s. Dire ct 
q uotations should  b e  p lace d  within q uotation marks. (If small chang e s are  mad e  in the  
q uotation, the y should  b e  ind icated  b y ap p rop riate  p unctuation such as b racke ts and  
e llip se s, b ut the  q uotation still counts as a d ire ct q uotation.) Failure  to  d ocume nt b orrowe d  
mate rial constitute s p lag iarism, which is a se rious b re ach of acad e mic, p rofe ssional, and  
Christian e thics. An instructor who d iscove rs e vid e nce  of stud e nt p lag iarism is no t p e rmitte d  
to  d e al with the  situation ind ivid ually b ut is re q uire d  to  re p ort it to  his o r he r he ad  of co lle g e  

https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/grading-practices-policy-university-assessment-and-january-26-2012
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/grading-practices-policy-university-assessment-and-january-26-2012
http://www.studentlife.utoronto.ca/as
https://knox.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Knox-College-Policy_Use-of-Language-Policy-and-Glossary_221003.pdf
https://knox.utoronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Knox-College-Policy_Use-of-Language-Policy-and-Glossary_221003.pdf


Page 8 of 12 (Revised Jul. 2024) 

or d e le g ate  accord ing  to  the  TST Basic Deg ree  Handb ook and  the  Grad uate  p rog ram 
Hand b ooks linke d  from http :/ /www.tst.e d u/acad e mic/re source s-forms/hand b ooks and  the  
Unive rsity o f Toronto  Code  of Behaviour on Academic Matte rs 
http s:/ /g ove rning council.utoronto .ca/se cre tariat/p o licie s/cod e -b ehaviour-acad emic-matte rs-
july-1-2019. A stud e nt who p lag iarize s in this course  will b e  assume d  to  have  re ad  the  
d ocume nt “Avoid ance  of p lag iarism in the o log ical writing ” p ub lishe d  b y the  Graham Lib rary 
of Trinity and  Wycliffe  Colle g e s (link p rovid e d  on course  sche d ule ): 
http s:/ /www.trinity.utoronto .ca/lib rary/re se arch/the o log y/avoid ing -p lag iarism-in-the o log ical-
writing /   

Othe r acad e m ic o ffe nce s. TST stud e nts come  und e r the  jurisd iction of the  Unive rsity o f 
Toronto  Code  of Behaviour on Academic Matte rs 
http s:/ /g ove rning council.utoronto .ca/se cre tariat/p o licie s/cod e -b ehaviour-acad emic-matte rs-
july-1-2019 .   

Ob lig a tio n  to  che ck e m ail. All stud e nts in conjo int p rog rams are  re q uire d  to  have  a valid  
utoronto  e mail ad d re ss. Stud e nts should  che ck utoronto  e mail re g ularly for me ssag e s ab out 
the  course . Fo rw ard ing  your utoronto .ca e mail to  a Hotmail, Gmail, Yahoo  or o the r typ e  of 
e mail account is no t ad visab le .  

Em ail co m m unica tio n  w ith  the  co urse  instructo r.  The  instructor aims to  re sp ond  to  e mail 
communications from stud e nts in a time ly manne r. All email communications from students in 
conjoint p rog rams must b e  sent from a utoronto email addre ss. Email communications from 
o the r e mail ad d re sse s are  no t se cure , and  the  instructor cannot re ad ily id e ntify them as b e ing  
le g itimate  emails from stud e nts. The  instructor is no t ob lig e d  to  re sp ond  to  e mail from non-
utoronto  ad d re sse s for stud e nts in conjo int p rog rams.  Stud e nts in non-conjo int p rog rams 
should  only use  the  e mail ad d re ss the y have  p rovid e d  to  the ir co lle g e  of re g istration. 

Vid e o -re co rd ing s. Vid e o  re cord ing  is no t p e rmitte d  unle ss writte n p e rmission is g ive n b y the  
instructor. Re cord ing s and  no te s o f class le cture s may no t b e  e le ctronically re p rod uce d , 
p oste d , o r d istrib ute d  without the  writte n p e rmission of the  instructo r.  

Ge ne ra tive  AI To o ls includ ing  Cha t-GPT.  

1 ) Te sts and  Exams:  
Stud e nts may no t use  any aid s o r Ge ne rative  AI too ls fo r any course  te sts (Mid te rm 
Exam). This q ualifie s as an acad e mic offe nse .  
 

2 ) Assig nme nts:  
Stud e nts may no t cop y or p arap hrase  from any g e ne rative  artificial inte llig e nce  
ap p lications, includ ing  Chat-GPT and  o the r AI writing  and  cod ing  assistants, fo r the  
p urp ose  of comp le ting  assig nme nts in this course . This q ualifie s as an acad e mic 
offe nse .  
 
Stud e nts are  d iscourag e d  from using  g e ne rative  artificial inte llig e nce  too ls as the y 
work throug h the  o the r assig nme nts in this course , and  any use  of the se  too ls must b e  
d ocume nte d  in an ap p e nd ix for e ach assig nme nt. The  d ocume ntation should  includ e  
what too l(s) we re  use d , how the y we re  use d  (i.e . "p romp ts"), and  how the  re sults from 
the  AI too l we re  incorp orate d  into  the  sub mitte d  work.   
 

http://www.tst.edu/academic/resources-forms/handbooks
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-behaviour-academic-matters-july-1-2019
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-behaviour-academic-matters-july-1-2019
https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/research/theology/avoiding-plagiarism-in-theological-writing/
https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/research/theology/avoiding-plagiarism-in-theological-writing/
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-behaviour-academic-matters-july-1-2019
https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/code-behaviour-academic-matters-july-1-2019
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Course Schedule 
Week 1 
Thu. Sep. 12  

 

 
Course Overview & Introduction 

LECTURE 1: The Classical Inheritance of Christianity (60 BCE – 30 CE) 
 
SEMINAR: Why History? & Library Orientation & Avoiding Plagiarism  

Students should familiarize themselves with University of Toronto policy on 
plagiarism: https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/research/theology/avoiding-
plagiarism-in-theological-writing/ 

Week 2 
Thu. Sep 19 

 
LECTURE 2:  Early Church – Identity and Persecution (100 CE – 300CE) 

Required Readings: 
• W.H.C. Frend, “Persecutions: genesis and legacy” pp. 501-523 in 
Cambridge History of Christianity (hereafter CHC), Vol. 1 (2006)  

Supplementary Readings:  
• Nick Page, A Nearly Infallible History of Christianity, Chp. 1 “Resurrection, 
Rome and Revelation” • Chapters 5-7 in González, The Story of Christianity, 
Vol. 1 

SEMINAR: The Historical Method 

Week 3 
Thu. Sep. 26  

 
LECTURE 3:  Early Church – Inside and Outside the Empire, (300-400 
CE) 

Required Readings: 
• Philip Jenkins, Chp. 1 in The Lost History of Christianity (2008) 
• Life of St. Anthony (Primary Source) in Athanasius, et al. Early Christian 
Biographies, pp. 134-216 [try as much as you can].  

Supplementary Readings:  
• Page, Chp. 2, “Marcion, Montanism, and Monks”   

• González, Vol.1, Chapters 16-17 

SEMINAR:  The Historical Method & Historians 

Week 4 
Thu. Oct. 3  

 
LECTURE 4: Early Church – St. Augustine & the Church Fathers (350 – 
600 CE)  

https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/research/theology/avoiding-plagiarism-in-theological-writing/
https://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library/research/theology/avoiding-plagiarism-in-theological-writing/
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Required Readings: 
• The Passion of Perpetua & Felicity ed. Heffernan (Primary Source)  
• Robert A Markus, “Life, Culture, and Controversies of Augustine” from J. 
Cavadini et al eds. Augustine Through the Ages: An Encyclopedia (1999) 

Supplementary Readings 
• St. Basil’s rule, a selection (Primary Source) 
• González, Vol. 1, Chapters 20 – 24 

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary Source: The Passion of Perpetua & 
Felicity)  

Week 5 
Thu. Oct 10 

 
LECTURE 5: Early Church: Achievements, Crises and Adaptation (350-
755 CE) 

Required Readings: 
• St. Augustine’s Confessions, a selection (Primary Source) 
• The Life of Macrina (Primary Source)  
 
Supplementary Reading: 
• González, Vol. 1 Chapter 27, “The New Order”,  
• St. Benedict’s rule, a selection (Primary Source) 

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary Sources: Augustine’s Confessions 
and Life of Macrina)  

Week 6 
Thu. Oct. 17  

 
Minor Paper Due  

LECTURE 6:  Medieval Christianity – Mission and Institutions (600 – 
1220) 

Required Reading: 
• Life of St. Columba (Primary Source) 
• Njal’s Saga (Primary Source)  

Supplementary Reading: 
• Shepard, “Slav Christianities, 800-100” in CHC Vol 4 
• Page, Chp. 5, “Dark Ages, Dating, and Divorce”  

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary Sources: Life of St. Columba, Njal’s 
Saga) 

 
READING WEEK/No Classes Week of October 21-26, 2024 

Week 7 
Thu Oct. 31  

Midterm (held during normal class time) 
No Seminar this week   
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Week 8 
Thu. Nov 7  

 
LECTURE 7: Medieval Christianity: The Crusades (1096-1291 CE)  

Required Reading:  
• Runciman, The First Crusade, Chapters 4, and 5   
• Dante’s Inferno, Canto 3 (Primary Source)  
• Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love, Chapters 1-3, 5 (Primary 
Source) 

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary sources: Dante’s Inferno, Canto 3, 
Julian of Norwich, Revelations of Divine Love, Chapters 1-3, 5)  

Week 9 
Thu. Nov. 14  

 
LECTURE 8: Late- Medieval Church & Reformations (1400-1600)  

Required Reading:   
• Scott Hendrix, Martin Luther: Visionary Reformer. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2015, Preface and Chapter 5  

Supplementary Reading: 
• Page, Chap. 8 “Print, Protestants, and Peasants”  

SEMINAR: Historical Analysis and Writing 

Week 10 
Thu. Nov. 21  

 
LECTURE 9: Reformation and Modern: Missions and Expansion (1500- 
1750) 

Required Reading:  
• Mark A. Noll, “British and French North America to 1765” CHC, Vol. 7 
• R. G. Tiedemann, “Christianity in East Asia”, CHC, Vol. 7  
• The Diary of Nehemiah Wallington (1618 – 1654), an excerpt (Primary 
Source)   
• Teresa of Avila, The Interior Castle, an excerpt (Primary Source)     

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary sources: Diary of Nehemiah 
Wallington; Teresa of Avila, The Interior Castle)  

Week 11 
Thu. Nov. 28 

 
LECTURE 10: Modern Christianity: Enlightenment, Revival, Revolution, 
and Change (1750-1918)  

Required Reading: 
• David Bebbington, “The growth of voluntary religion” CHC, Vol. 8  
• Jonathan Edwards, Excerpt from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, 
pp. 12-17 (1741) (Primary Source) 
• Amanda Berry Smith, An Autobiography (1893), Chp. 7 (Primary Source)  
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Supplementary Reading: 
• Peter J. Bowler, “Christianity and the Sciences” CHC, Vol. 9 

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary Sources: Jonathan Edwards, 
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”; Amanda Berry Smith, An 
Autobiography)   

Week 12 
Thu. Dec. 5 

 
LECTURE 11: Modern & Post-Modern Christianity (1918- present day)  

Required Reading: 
• Taylor, Chp. 19, “The Future of Christianity”, Oxford History of Christianity • 
Martin Luther King, “Knock at Midnight” (Chp. 6) Excerpt from The Gift of 
Love (1963) (Primary Source) 
• Watchman Nee, Chp. 1 Excerpt including “The Blood of Christ” and “The 
Blood and the Believer’s Access” in The Normal Christian Life (Primary 
Source) 

Supplementary Reading: 
• Hugh McLeod, “The Crisis of Christianity in the West: Entering a Post-
Christian Era?” CHC, Vol. 9  

SEMINAR: Presentation (Primary Sources: Martin Luther King “Knock 
at Midnight”; Watchman Nee, “The Blood of Christ”)  

Final Paper 
Due 

 

There is no final exam for this course.  

A Final Paper is due on Friday December 6, 2024 by 11:59pm.  

Details provided on Quercus.  

 

 

 

 


	Course Syllabus - DRAFT
	KNH1015HF: A Global History of Christianity: A Survey
	Knox College, Toronto School of Theology
	Fall 2024
	Instructor Information
	Course Identification
	Course Description
	Course Resources
	Required Course Texts/Bibliography
	Additional Course Texts/Bibliography
	Zoom (Video-conferencing tool)
	Course Website(s)

	Course Learning Objectives/Outcomes
	Evaluation
	Requirements
	The final grade for the course will be based on evaluations in [4] areas:
	Basic Degree Students:
	Grading System - Basic Degree Students

	Policies
	Course Schedule



