ALSO: A HOG FARMER BECOMES A MINISTER;

& AN INTERVIEW WITH ACADEMIC DEAN CHRISTINE MITCHELL




“I’s vital for each of us to
see that our experiences
of suffering or trauma
are described or reflected
in biblical texts - and
were condemned by
God, not condoned.... If
your spiritual ‘toolbox’ is
only filled with uplifting
scripture, then you have
no theological foundation
for dealing with the human
condition and experience,
which is full of suffering,

pain, grief, and loss.”

—Christine Mitchell, Knox College
Academic Dean and Professor of
Hebrew Bible

Dr. Christine Mitchell began as Academic Dean and Professor of Hebrew Bible at Knox College in
July 2022. Find an interview with Dr. Mitchell beginning on pages 8-9 and concluding online at
knox.utoronto.ca/mitchell.

2 SPRING 2023

VOCATIONS

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1 | SPRING 2023

Vocations is published three times per year for
graduates, former residents, and other friends
of Knox College. We welcome your news and
suggestions.

Please send comments, changes of address, or
requests for mailing list removal to us at
knox.college@utoronto.ca, 416-978-8738, or:

Knox College - Vocations
59 St. George Street
Toronto, ON M5S 2E6

Tel: 416.978.4500
Web: knox.utoronto.ca

Knox College respects your privacy. We do not
rent, trade, or sell our mailing lists.

Knox College is a theological college of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada, federated with the
University of Toronto, and a founding member of
the Toronto School of Theology. Knox holds its ac-
creditation through the Association of Theological
Schools in the United States and Canada.

Editor: Stephanie Hanna

Special thanks to Helen Cheung, Wan-Kit Keng,
and Nam Soon Song for translating the Principal’s
Message.

Page 2 photo by Laura Alary.

ON THE COVER: Sileen Phillips. Photo by
Stephanie Hanna. See story on pages 4-5.

KNOX COLLEGE

IN THIS ISSUE

In

(0)

(o0

When God says, ‘Build my
kingdom’
An encounter with the Holy Spirit

pushed Sileen Phillips into theological
studies.

‘If you can work with pigs,
you can work with people’

Ernie Naylor was a hog farmer.
He wasn’t a minister.... was he?

An interview with our
Academic Dean
Learn about Dr. Christine Mitchell’s

passion for Old Testament scholarship,

the Old Testament's relevance today,
and more.

10 Principal’s Message in translation

12 Knox news and alumni notes

16 Principal's Message

KNOX COLLEGE VOCATIONS

3



» ALUMNA STORY

ST111CE I

<KINCA01

AS I WALKED TO WORK one morning through bustling streets, my heart was
full, but conflicted. Our church service the night before had been such an amazing

experience of intimacy with God - like heaven on earth. We hadn’t left the church

until 2:45am! That morning, in my heart I prayed, “Lord, I wish that you would change

what I do for a living and make it so that what I do every day has to do with you. Why

can’t every day be about you?”

I was a young adult at the time. Life went on, and the memory of that church service

faded. I forgot all about that whispered prayer — but apparently God didn’t.

As a young person, my career path had always felt quite clear.
From the time I was 11 years old, I planned to be an architect. But
when we moved from Canada to Jamaica, I discovered that despite
my excellent grades, I wasn’t eligible to be part of the pre-engineer-
ing program in high school. Why? Because I was a girl. Things have
changed by now, but at that time gender was a significant barrier.

After high school I moved back to Canada and was accepted
into the architecture program here at a university in Toronto. Of
the 40 students in the engineering program, I discovered that I was
the only black student. I then looked at the photos of graduating
classes, and I had to go back six years to find even one black student.
I wasn’t too concerned about that initially — until a professor told
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me, in front of the entire class, that black students didn’t belong in
this program; we belonged in the arts.

I did my best to ignore that comment, and I was doing excep-
tionally well in all of my other classes. But I didn’t do well in his
class. I fought for better grades there, but his public displays of rac-
ism were devastating for me.

Eventually I was forced to drop out of the program. I got a sec-
ond job, and I put away all of my books and hid every reminder of
school. I had always been so consumed by learning; but now I never
wanted to see a school again.

It took six years until I had the courage to consider studies again
— and even then, only because of God’s intervention.

I was walking with my son past a local college,
seeing all of the students on their way to classes and
feeling really low — when I distinctly heard a voice. I
turned around, looking for the speaker, but I quickly
realized that it was the voice of God, the Holy Spirit.
I knew instantly that this was a turning point. A deep
sense of peace settled over me, after six years of feeling
like I had been trampled.

The voice said to me, “If you had become an ar-
chitect, you would have been a great one, but it would
have been about you. Instead, I want you to build my
kingdom — my kingdom that will not pass away. I al-
lowed those difficult things; you can let them go now.”

“Okay, God,” I replied. “If this is you, you'll have
to show me exactly where to go and how to get there”
I knew I was being a bit of a brat and making excuses.

This happened early in the week. That Friday
when I went to church, I bumped into a young wom-
an I hadn’t seen in years. She wasn’t a close friend, just
an acquaintance. She said, “Sileen! Guess what I just
completed: my Bachelor of Theology degree.”

“Good for you!” I told her, and I quickly started to
leave the conversation.

“Come back here!” she said. “All of this week, you
were on my mind. So much so, that I brought all of my
textbooks along with me, right here. Go and register
for the program.” I replied that I didn’t have money
for such things, and she told me the school had good
scholarships and bursaries. “Apply;” she said. “I'm not
taking ‘no’ for an answer.” She handed me
the books, the registrar’s phone number,
and everything I needed to apply. Soon
I recalled my long-ago heaven-on-earth
church experience, and my prayer, which
God had apparently heard.

That’s how I started on this path of
theological studies. Over the last decade
I've now completed multiple bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in theology and re-
ligious studies, and an MDiv — all while
also working in legislation interpretation
and enforcement as my “day job.”

Then in 2020, the Master of Pastoral
Studies (MPS) degree drew me to attend
Knox College. I had done a lot of infor-
mal counseling over the years and was
interested in providing spiritual care and

psychotherapy formally.

Knox was the first place in the long time that it
felt okay to be myself. I really appreciated the teaching
and the open style of learning. I was sorry to not get to
be on campus much because of COVID restrictions
during my MPS; but I hope to also do doctoral studies
and spend more time on campus.

My own experience with a mental ill-

ness when I was 30 has driven me in the 1 knew instantly
direction of wanting to help people.Ican a1 this was a

empathize with people who have had psy-
chological encounters. At the time of my

turning point. A

mental illness, I was so sick that I wasnt  deep sense of peace

expected to be able to work again. But
prayer works! That’s why I can’t boast

seltled over me,

about any of my accomplishments; God after six years of
is clearly the one who helped me through.  feeling like I had

My MPS and an interfaith internship
experience helped me determine that I
want to be in Christian practice, provid-
ing emotional and spiritual support. Given all of my
experiences and studies, my dream now is to create a
centre for spiritual wellbeing and emotional health — a
hub of “repair.” It would include a free walk-in clinic
for spiritual or emotional counseling, one-on-one and
group therapy, and networking with shelters and pris-
on ministry for physical needs. 'm eager to see what’s
next.

Sileen Phillips is a 2022 Knox Master of Pastoral
Studies graduate.

been trampled.”

Facing page: Sileen Phillips. Photo
by Stephanie Hanna. Below: Sileen
Phillips (centre) and her mother
(right) talk with Professor Angela
Schmidt at Knox College’s 2022
Convocation. Photo by Jason Shum
Photography.
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» ALUMNUS STORY

‘If you can work with pigs,
you can work with people’

A HOG FARMER CALLED TO MINISTRY

By Ernie Naylor

A MINISTER ONCE TOLD ME that hog farmers are

the best ministers. If you can work with pigs, you can work

with people. It sounds harsh or funny, depending how you

take that statement. But the reality is that hog farming takes

patience. You need to understand what a pig s thinking and

respond to that thought process. You need to deal with the

unexpected and be multi-talented, with your skills ranging

from accountant, to plumber, to electrician, to welder, to

midwife. Often on the same day. It’s a lot like ministry.

I was raised on a farm, and from an early age I knew
I was going to be a farmer. I loved the care of the land,
livestock, and those farm sights, sounds, and smells that
tantalize the senses. There is nothing more pleasing
than the smell of freshly cut hay! But our lives don’t al-
ways go where we expect. This is the decades-long story
ofa hog farmer who became a minister.

Rural churches often face a shortage of ministers,
and the church we attended, Knox, Monkton, was no
exception. In the mid-1990s when our interim mod-
erator was forming a worship planning team, I volun-
teered. I wanted to intentionally work on my spiritual
life — and what a wonderful experience it was! The team
shared lots of laughter as we explored God’s Word.

Then came the inevitable question: “We need some-
one to preach the Word. Would you do it, Ernie?” Hesi-
tantly I agreed. Istill remember beinga bundle of nerves

standing in front of a congregation. But remember that
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shortage of ministers? Once word
got out that there was a person who
would preach, I had no lack of work:
But I was a farmer, not a minister....

In 1998, disaster struck the hog
industry and led to a financial crisi
for farmers. At one point I was losing
$100 per hog shipped, and I was ship
ping around 50 a week. I was a small play:
er, but others had even larger losses. As this
unfolded, I saw farmers become spiritually
broken. Their sense of calling as farmers was
threatened; they were questioning God’s purpose
for their lives. There were suicides.

Farmers had a culture of not admitting weakness. I

routinely talked with a group of four, and one said, T get

some sleepless nights, but you know what? A couple aspirins and
two shots of rye sure help you get to sleep.” Their spiritual crisis was leading

to substance abuse. There was also a sense of pride: Surely
if you work hard, you'll be successful! In this situation,
farmers would work harder. My dad in his wisdom said
to me, “I see that you've been working hard. Is it doing
any good?”

I'wrote aletter to Presbytery, and they allowed me to
make a short presentation about the problem: I wanted
the leadership become aware of those in our midst who
were struggling.

A week later, an elder phoned me. He said, “This
farm crisis is serious! What are you going to do next?”
My first thought was, Wait a minute — I was asking the
Presbytery to do something! But we set up a committee
to explore the situation, and we held information ses-
sions with guest speakers. More than 50 people showed
up to the first meeting.

I began to really wonder: Was I a farmer? None of
the ministers in the Presbytery had a rural church
background, so they had no idea of the crisis.
But I understood the issues and personalities of
farmers — and I wanted to help.
This was an epiphany for me. I had a
skill set that would be valuable to rural
churches. Perhaps this realization was
the first step in my process toward be-
coming a minister, although it would
still be more than a dozen years until I
put myself forward as a candidate for
ministry.
In time, some older church wom-
en suggested I pursue seminary. I
vividly remember one such moment:
One of the women elders was very
clear that things should be done in
proper order; people respected her,
yet feared her at the same time. When
I was done preaching. I saw her get up
and march determinedly to me at the
front. All I could think was, I must have
done something wrong! But she grabbed
me by the shoulders and said, “You need to
be a minister.”

My wife, Leslie, was not initially keen on
the idea. She knew a family member who was a
pastor with two failed marriages. Growing up, she
had scen the struggles and expectations placed on
clergy spouses. She was also introverted and liked her
privacy. She was concerned that as a pastor’s spouse she

might be required to take an active ministry role.

But one day Leslie sat me down and said, “I think

you should do this. You would be good.” With that,
I had affirmation from my wife and from my congre-
gation. But I continued to wrestle with my identity:
wasn’t [ a farmer?

Yet every time I preached, people would affirm that
I should to be called to ministry — and eventually I felt
it as well. In my mind there had been a lot of “back-
ground noise” that I didn’t understand. Interestingly, as
soon as I said yes to ministry and submitted an appli-
cation to my session and to Knox College, that “noise”
disappeared.

In a strange “coincidence;” our Presbytery had three
candidates for ministry all with hog farming back-
ground: God was up to something!

The time at Knox allowed me to evaluate my sense
of calling. Knox is the perfect place to discern: you are
placed among fellow Christians who are on the same
path of discovery. Some are very sure they’re following
Godss call, and others are just starting the journey. Ini-
tially I was concerned about attending seminary, as my
background was not academic and because I was older.
But I found that about half the class was at the same
stage of life I was — balancing children, spouses, and ca-
reers as they studied.

The professors were excellent as well. The blend of
academics, plus students supporting each other, worked
together to help develop me as a minister. When I
took certain courses, I wondered what the purpose was
— only to discover, after entering ministry, how foun-
dational those courses were. I also took a rural minis-
try course that was amazing; it explained some of the
“why” behind my lived experience and observations of
rural people.

I graduated from Knox in 2016. Somewhere along
the line, God had shifted my identity from farmer to
minister. I ended up being called to Atwood Presbyte-
rian, a rural congregation. It’s a place full of hope and
excitement about spreading the gospel message. This is
a place where I have felt Jesus’ presence, and a place to
fulfill my calling to ministry. And when my wife Leslic
died unexpectedly this past year, this beautiful body of
Christ called Atwood Presbyterian ministered to me. I
am incredibly grateful.

I'suppose, in the end, that my identity didn’t change
all that much. As a farmer, I was focused on care of
Godss creation, of animals and land. Now my focus has
expanded to care of God’s people. I know that this is
where [ am supposed to be.

Ernie Naylor is a 2016 Knox Master of Divinity
graduate. He is minister at Atwood (Ont.) Presbyterian.

None of the
ministers in the
Presbytery had
a rural church
background, so
they had no idea
of the crisis. Bul
I understood
the issues and
personalities of
farmers — and 1
wanted to help.

Facing page: Ernie Naylor and his son,
Josh, walk down their farm lane in
2002. Photo provided by the author.
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» FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Christine Mitchell

AN INTERVIEW WITH OUR ACADEMIC DEAN

DR.CHRISTINE MITCHELL joined Knox College in 2022 as Academic Dean and Professor
of Hebrew Bible. Before coming to Knox, she served for nineteen years as Professor of Hebrew

Scriptures at St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon (Sask.).

Vocationsinterviewed Dr. Mitchell to learn more about her passion for Old Testament scholarship,

the Old Testament’s relevance today, and why the difhcult parts of the Old Testament are vital to

our theology. Find the complete interview at knox.utoronto.ca/mitchell.
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Why is Old Testament scholarship still im-
portant, for the church, and for society
more broadly?

For the church: Without the Old Testament, Chris-
tian scripture would be missing so much from the hu-
man experience and would have an impoverished the-
ology and liturgy. There would be no songs or proverbs,
no stories of faithful people across many times and plac-
es, no poetry. It would have no theological depth.

Contemporary liberal Protestants tend to be de
facto Marcionites. That is, they operate with a biblical
canon that is essentially one or two of the Gospels, and
some of Paul’s letters. This was the position of Marcion,
a 2nd century Christian, who thought that Luke and
the Pauline corpus were all Christians needed for scrip-
ture. The early church rejected this position and includ-
ed in its scripture the texts it inherited from Judaism.

Even though it did include these texts, the church
has taught for most of its existence that Christianity

has superseded Juda-
ism — that Christian
interpretations of
these Jewish texts are
the only correct ones.
Many Christians be-
lieve that in Christ
we have a new, lov-
ing, “New Testament
God” who replaces
an angry “Old Tes-
tament God” rather
than both testaments
witnessing to a com-
plex God. (The Old

Testament / Jewish

Tanakh also depicts a God who is merciful and just,
and the New Testament also depicts God and Christ
as wrathful and violent.) The damage this teaching of
supersessionism has done to Jews is incalculable. In
my teaching, I work to help students understand that
both Judaism and Christianity inherited these texts —
the Jewish Tanakh / Christian Old Testament — and
that any interpretation that denigrates Jews, Judaism,
or Jewish interpretation is not a faithful interpretation.

For society at large: we have a fascination with all
kinds of ancient texts, and there’s a lot of really dread-
ful stuff out there — “Ancient Mysteries” and other TV
shows like that. Regardless of the secularization of Eu-
ro-American society, much of our culture is built on
how the Bible (specifically the Old Testament / He-
brew Bible) has been interpreted.

For one example: the concept of rerra nullius
(empty land) has been central to European coloniza-
tion. This concept is based on interpretations of ritual
cleansing of the land (found in Chronicles, Leviticus,
and Ezra) conflated with the concept of conquest in
the book of Joshua. Neither of these was actually how
things happened; scholars say that ancient genocides
were mostly just rhetorical claims. Genocides mostly
hadn’t happened - until Europeans entered the new
world: then the conflation and synthesis of these bib-
lical traditions led to the well-documented genocides
in the Americas.

Ultimately the whole law of land tenure in Canada
is still based on terra nullius — the idea that the Crown
owns all land, by virtue of the land either having been
empty (because colonizers brought disease and violence),
or having made treaties for it, or by not recognizing the
humanity of the people who did inhabit the land. Our
entire legal system regarding land is based on a theo-

Register today for Dr. Mitchell's webinar: “Women, Gender, and

Genesis,” March 8, 11am ET >> knox.utoronto.ca/alumni-seminars

logical interpretation of these biblical texts. As
biblical scholars, we have a responsibility to
educate people about this. Knowing the roots
of this system is important if you want to work
toward a just and equitable society, particular-
ly for relationships between settlers and indig-
enous people.

What about the stories of violence
and suffering we see in the Old
Testament — how do those connect
to our faith?

The idea that we should only read “uplift-
ing” texts from the Bible (in worship, especially)
is deeply flawed, but it’s very common. I under-
stand the impulse to want to be inspired and up-
lifted in worship. Grief and pain are hard, and
we live in a culture that doesn’t want to deal with
these things. But the Bible is a mirror of the
complexity of the human experience: all of the
things we see wrong with the world - violence,
brokenness, pain, suffering — are described in
biblical texts.

For many years I've taught a course on gender and
power in the book of Judges; I plan to teach it in 2023-
24 at Knox. Every time I've taught it, there have been
news stories that mirror the stories in the book. One
year [ was teaching the story of the dismembered woman
in Judges 19-20 at the same time as the trial of Robert
Pickton, who killed and dismembered women on his pig
farm in BC. Another year we were reading the story of
the rape of the women of Shiloh in Judges 21 at the same
time as girls were kidnapped in Nigeria from their school
to become “wives” for men in Boko Haram.

These biblical stories help us describe and analyze
what we see in our own broken world. It’s vital for each
of us to see that our experiences of suffering or trauma
are described or reflected in biblical texts — and were
condemned by God, not condoned. If your spiritual
“toolbox” is only filled with uplifting scripture, then
you have no theological foundation for dealing with
the human condition and experience, which is full of
suffering, pain, grief, and loss.

It’s easy to want to just preach on positive texts;
but if people can’t sec themselves in the scriptures,
how are you helping them? How are you providing
them with any theological resources for understand-
ing their lives? Over the years, so many students have
told me that reading the difficult, painful biblical texts
equips them — to both deal with their own difficulties,
and to help people who come to them in pain.

How do feminist and gender studies inform
your theology of the Old Testament?

Biblical texts were written by men - elite men, in
most cases — and have been interpreted most influen-
tially by men, in the interests of men. Feminist and gen-
der studies bring those power dynamics to the surface
and make them visible.

The Bible is a collection of deeply patriarchal texts.
I don’t usually try to make them friendly to women,
because they’re usually not. But I do look for what we
can take from these texts that are fundamentally un-
friendly to anyone who’s not a dominant-culture man.
There’s a vision of a God who is loving, who is loyal,
who is righteous and powerful, protecting the vulner-
able, giving hope to the hopeless. That’s worth hold-
ing on to — even though there are also other visions of
God in these texts.

What caught your interest and steered you
toward Old Testament scholarship, and
toward 1-2 Chronicles specifically?

Above: Christine Mitchell in her Knox
College office. Facing page: Christine
Mitchell presents the sermon at Knox
College Community Worship. Photos
by Stephanie Hanna.

@ Find the answer online at knox.utoronto.ca/mitchell.

Dr. Mitchell welcomes continued conversation on these topics;
contact her at drchristine.mitchell@utoronto.ca.
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» KNOX NEWS

Sarah Travis receives Calvin Institute grant

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Travis, Assistant
Professor of Preaching, Worship, and
Christian Ministry at Knox College, has
been awarded a grant of $15,000 US by
the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.
Dr. Travis’s project is one of
15 awarded funding in this
first round of grants for
2023-2024. Eleven, includ-
ing Dr. Traviss, are in the
Teacher-Scholar stream of
Grants, and four are in the
Worshiping Communities
stream of grants.

Her project proposes to
enhance the worship and
self-identity of small con-
gregations through a theol-
ogy of playfulness. Dr. Travis
said, “God’s nature is playful, and God
invites us into an experience of playful-
ness and creativity. Worship enables us to
connect, explore, and wonder about the
world around us — like children enjoying
a playground.

“Through playful worship, small
churches can come to a greater sense of
their identity and purpose. Most of the
churches The Presbyterian Church in
Canada are ‘small, with fewer than 50
people attending worship, and anxiety
about the smallness of congregations is
increasing.”

Dr. Travis will study small churches at
worship, networking with leaders and en-
gaging themes of playfulness and creativi-
ty in worship. She explains, “This project

has several phases. The first is to bring
playful worship to life in one or more
small congregations in the PCC. Partici-
pants will meet for a meal following wor-
ship to discuss their experiences. The sec-
ond is to bring together the
leaders of small churches
for a “Worship Playground’
event to worship and learn
together. The third involves
writing and research. The
project will culminate in
the writing of a book about
Small Churches and a The-
ology of Playfulness, a re-
source designed to enhance
worship in small congrega-

. . »
Sarah Travis tions.

Knox College Princi-
pal Ernest van Eck said, “This grant and
project link perfectly with Dr. Travis’s
previous work on what she has called the
needed ‘de-establishment’ of the church
in our current cultur-

College is proud to be associated with the
work of Dr. Travis and hopes to be part of
this journey of discovery.”

John Witvliet, director of the Cal-
vin Institute of Christian Worship, said,
“Teacher-Scholars from a wide variety of
disciplines have so much to contribute
to congregations and parishes — help-
ing us all see things we otherwise might
miss, offering access to essential wisdom
for ministry. We are grateful for each of
these Teacher-Scholars and the promise
of their work for strengthening congre-
gational life” Grants in this stream range
from $9,850 US to $20,000 US.

Sinceit began in the year 2000, the Vital
Worship Grants Program has now award-
ed over 1,000 grants to churches, schools,
organizations, and teacher-scholars across
North America for projects that generate
thoughtfulness and energy for public wor-
ship and faith formation at the local, grass-
roots level. An advisory board of pastors and

teachers from a variety of

al context. One way “Through playful worship. backgrounds  assists in

in which we can make
what the church preach-
es every Sunday relevant

small churches can come

the grant selections, and
the program is generously

lo a grealer sense of their 55104 by Indianap-

is to guide the hearers of identity and purpose.” olis-based Lilly Endow-

the gospel toward expe-

riencing God in new, playful, and creative
ways — enabling us to reconnect to God
and be amazed about the world around
us. There is no one better than Dr. Travis
to lead us playfully and creatively, helping
us experience more of what some peo-
ple think cannot be experienced. Knox

ment Inc. Founded in
1937, the Endowment’s major areas of pro-
gramming are religion, education, and com-
munity development. For more information
on the grants program, including a complete
list of this year’s grants recipients, please see
worship.calvin.edu/grants.

Women, Gender, and Genesis

A webinar on Wednesday, March 8, 2023, 11am ET
Presented by Christine Mitchell, Knox College Academic Dean

and Professor of Hebrew Bible

Learn more and register at knox.utoronto.ca/alumni-seminars.

Free and open to the pubilic, but registration is required.
Can't attend at that time? Registrants will receive a recording.
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KNOX COLLEGE CONVOCATION
Saturday, May 27, 2023: 2pm at Convocation Hall

Join us for a special Convocation —
celebrating four years of graduates!

. Conferral of degrees upon the Class of 2023

. Special recognition of the Classes of 2020, 2021,
and 2022, who graduated under COVID restrictions

You won’t want to miss it! Learn more at
knox.utoronto.ca/convocation.



Attention, alumni!

Welcome to our new Director of

The Knox-Ewart Graduates’ Association
(KEGA) is looking for Executive Committee
members. Join the team to have fun and

do good work!

KEGA works with the College to organize
gatherings for fellowship, networking, and
mentoring; plan Continuing Education
events; promote the College; and more.

Email knox.advancement@utoronto.ca to

learn more.

CLASS NOTES

1950s

Hazel Smith (E'52)
passed away August 14,
2022.

JoAnne Walter (E'55, K'96) passed
away January 30, 2023.

1960s

D. Garry Morton (K'63)
passed away October
29, 2022.

Charles Scott (K'63)
passed away December
11, 2022.

Mary Whitson (E'63,
K'88) passed away
November 3, 2022.

SPRING 2023

Toyin Fambegbe

Finance and Administration

Knox College is delighted to
announce that Toyin Fambegbe
began as Director of Finance
and Administration on January
3, 2023. Toyin has more than 15
years of experience and progressive
expertise in all facets of financial
and management reporting within
high-profile organizations in non-
profit, public, and private sectors,
and she has a track record of

success in financial recording and reporting, budgeting,

investments, and payroll. Welcome, Toyin!

lan Glass (K'66) passed
away August 7, 2022.

1970s

Noble B.H. Dean
(K'78) passed away on
November 1, 2022.

George Zimmerman (K'78) retired
January 1, 2023.

Amethyst (Amy) Campbell (E'79)
retired December 1, 2022.

David B. Vincent (K'79)
passed away December
12, 2022.

1980s

Keith Humphrey (K'80) passed
away November 29, 2022.

D. Barry Mack (K'81) retired
October 1, 2022.

Shawn Croll (K'82) retired
November 1, 2022.

John Zondag (K'84) retired January
1, 2023.

Glenn Ball (K’85) retired January 1,
2023.

Douglas Rollwage (K’'88) retired
November 1, 2022.

1990s

Paulette Brown (K'91) retired
January 1, 2023.

David Whitecross (K'91) was
inducted at Trinity Church, Carp
(Ont.), on January 8, 2023.

Billy Park (K'99) was inducted at
Celebration, Markham (Ont.), on
September 25, 2022.

Timothy Raeburn-Gibson (K'99)
was inducted at Westmount,
London (Ont.) on October 25, 2022.

2000s

Penny Garrison (K'02) retired
January 1, 2023.

Katherine McCloskey (K'03) was
appointed Community Chaplain and
Executive Director of ARISE Ministry
on September 1, 2022.

2010s

Joon Ki Kim (K'11,14) was induct-
ed at Little Harbor, New Glasgow
(Ont.), on September 11, 2022.

David Chung (K'12)
was inducted at St.
Andrew’s, Moncton
(N.B.), on October 30,
2022.

Dale Henry (K'12) was
inducted at Rexdale
(Ont.) on October 25,
2022.

Marianne Emig Carr
(K'13) was inducted

at St. Paul’s, Caintown
(Ont.) on September 25,
2022.

3/ giy

hank yo

James Clark (K’16)
was inducted at Knox,
Listowel (Ont.) on
September 1, 2022.

Deborah Stanbury
(K'16) was inducted at
Port Elgin (Ont.), Tolmie
Memorial, and Knox,
Burgoyne on November
6, 2022.

Boghos Barbouri (K’18)
became a chaplain in the
Canadian Armed Forces
on September 1, 2022.

Henna Hyun Hwa Kim
(K'18) was ordained

on September 11 and
inducted on September
18, 2022, at Trinity,
Ambherstview (Ont.).

Robert Hayashi (K19,
BOG’'20-) was ordained
and inducted at
Richmond Hill (Ont.) on
October 2, 2022.

078-873

2020s

Mark Oteng (K'21) was
ordained and induct-
ed at Toronto (Ont.)
Ghanaian on November
6 and St. Stephen'’s,
Toronto, November 13, 2022.

Byron Kappes (K’'22)
was ordained and
inducted at Knox,
Walkerton (Ont.) on
October 2, 2022.

Brett Main (K'22) was

ordained on December

11, 2022, and induct-

ed January 1, 2023,

at Nassagaweya,
Campbellville (Ont.).

K: Knox; E: Ewart; R: Resident

SEND US YOUR NEWS

Have you published a book? Gotten
married? Been called to a congrega-
tion? Send your news to Vocations at
knox.communications@utoronto.ca.
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» PRINCIPALS MESSAGE

Ernest van Eck
Principal of
Knox College

“This understanding of
theology focuses not only
on what we believe, but
also on what we have to

do because we believe.”

Theology in action

efinitions of what theology entails are abun-
D dantly available. For some, theology simply

means “thinking of God.” Others see theology
as the study of the nature of God and religious belief.
Some see theology as the study of the sources of Chris-
tian belief like the Bible and the creeds; others focus on
exploring the meaning of Christianity for today.

For that latter group, theology asks the question of
“what the texts meant” as well as “what they mean.” Put
differently, this understanding of theology focuses not
only on what we believe, but also on what we have to do
because we believe.

This understanding is shared by Miroslav Volf in his
most recent publication, The home of God': A brief histo-
7y of everything, co-authored by Ryan McAnnally-Linz.
He writes: “Whether academic or daily, theology is the
thinking side of Christian living, a practise of discern-
ment, articulating, and commending a vi-
sion of flourishing life in the light of God’s
self-revelation in Jesus Christ.... [ Theology is]
the kind of thinking every Christian does by
attentively living a Christian life (p. 22).

I call this theology in action. God’s chil-
dren, as theologians or laity, practice theology
when we discern what true life means in the
light of God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ
— and also attentively ve a Christian life. To
rephrase Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:21, those
who say “Lord, Lord” and do the will of the Father, they
are children of his kingdom.

Recently, we at Knox College published our stance
on equity, diversity, and inclusion: “Knox College is a

diverse community committed to the ideals of intel-
lectual engagement, critical inquiry, and integrity, and
to the principles of excellence, fairness, and respect for
all people. We therefore value diversity in thought and
ideas, and we embrace persons of varying ethnic, socio-
economic, cultural, religious, linguistic, and national
backgrounds, as well as those with various abilities, dis-
abilities, gender identities, and sexual orientations. The
Knox community understands these values of diversity,
equity, and inclusion to be fundamental in the kingdom
of God.” You can find this statement on our website’s
homepage.

This stance is theology in action. At Knox, as a di-
verse community, we strive to discern and do. We discern
when we engage intellectually and inquire critically. We
do when we embrace all kinds of diversity and strive for
equity and inclusion. When we discern, we value diver-
sity in thought and ideas, and when we do, we exclude
no one.

A theology in action seeks to overcome differences
in a diverse community. A theology in action secks to
embody compassion and respect. A theology in action
secks to create a grace-filled community in which all are
welcome and respected. This is the kind of community
Knox College strives to be, this is the community we are
called to be. In the words of 1 John 4:12-13: “No one
has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in
us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that
we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of

his Spirit.”

Find the Mandarin and Korean translations of the Principal’s Message on
pages 10-11.
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