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It all started in an upper room

John
Vissers

PRINCIPAL

N 2019, KNOX COLLEGE celebrates 175
I years as a Presbyterian theological

seminary. The first classes were held
on James Street in Toronto, in the upper
room of a house rented by the college’s
first full-time professor, Henry Esson. It
was November 1844. Fourteen students
began classes in preparation for ordained
ministry in the new Free Church in
Canada, which had resulted from the
Disruption of 1843 in the Church of
Scotland. Like the first followers of Jesus
who gathered in an upper room, the first
students of Knox College did not know
whether they were part of an exciting new
venture or on a fool’s errand.

Since its founding Knox College has
moved from its upper room on James
Street (1844—1845) to a house on Adelaide
Street (1845-1846) to three adjoining
houses on Front Street (1846-1855) to
Elmsley Villa (1855—1875) to 1 Spadina
Crescent (1875-1915) to its present build-
ing at 59 St. George Street (since 1915).
[See sidebar on pages 6—7.] The founding
of Knox College in an upper room and
its early experience of moving from place
to place must have been exciting for the
college’s first students and faculty. And it
is instructive for us today.

In an upper room on the night before
he died, Jesus taught his disciples, washed
their feet as a sign of servant leadership,
and shared his last meal with them.

Like the first followers of Jesus who gathered in
an upper room, the first students of Knox College
did not know whether they were part of an exciting
new venture or on a fool’s errand.

After the resurrection and ascension, the
followers of Jesus met in an upper room
to wait and pray and discern their next
steps. From there they went out to bear
witness to the good news of God’s reign
in Jesus the Messiah —first in Jerusalem,
then in Judea and Samaria, and then to
the rest of the then-known world.

This is the story within which Knox
College finds itself. At its best, a theo-
logical school is an “upper room,” a place
where students learn Jesus’ teachings
and what they mean in our time, a place
where those called by God are formed for
spiritual leadership, a place where a com-
munity of prayer forms and conversation
and discernment take place. Such “upper
room” schools send out graduates to par-
ticipate in God’s mission in the world.

But there’s more to the story. Within
three centuries the witness of the first
Christians moved from the margins
to dominate the empire. The resulting
Christendom of Constantine shaped
the next fifteen hundred years of west-
ern Christianity, Roman Catholic and
Protestant, including the dominance
of Protestantism in English-speaking
Canada in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Knox College was founded at the begin-
ning of a period of remarkable growth in
numbers and influence for Presbyterians
in Canada. It rode the wave of Presby-
terianism from pioneer Canada to the
corridors of power in business, govern-
ment, and education.

Now as I write in 2019, we see that
things changed, and they changed quickly.
Knox College now serves a struggling Pres-
byterian Church in secular, post-Christen-
dom Canada. Our context is now global,
with partnerships around the world. We're
still at the centre of one of Canada’s lead-
ing public university, and still a founding
member of one of North America’s largest
ecumenical consortia; but what does all
this mean for Knox’s theological work in
the 21st century? What is Knox College
called to be and to do in our time?

As we celebrate 175 years of Presbyterian
theological education at Knox College,
the stories within which we find
ourselves might just help us. And some
of those stories take us back to an upper
room— for learning, discerning, and
going out to bear witness.

In Christ,

ode

Look for the Korean and Chinese
translations of the Principal’s
message on pages 14-15.
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Knox students Emily Webb, Debora Rolls, and Robert
Hayashi (right) with Professor Dong-Ha Kim.
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ConneXions is published twice per year for graduates, former
residents, and friends of Knox College. We welcome your news,
comments, and suggestions.
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Email: knox.college@utoronto.ca

Visit Knox online at www.knox.utoronto.ca.
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Knox College is a theological college of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada, federated with the University of Toronto,
and a founding member of the Toronto School of Theology.
As a seminary of the Reformed tradition, it has ecumenical
relationships with the World Communion of Reformed
Churches, the World Council of Churches, the Canadian Council
of Churches, as well as partnerships with various seminaries
in the global community. Knox holds its accreditation through
the Association of Theological Schools.
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The winds of change are blowing

Peter
McKinnon
CONVENER OF

THE BOARD

OWADAYS, the winds of change
N are buffeting us from all direc-

tions, and the Knox Board has
been seriously and prayerfully preparing
and planning how we will weather these
storms. The new world in which we find
ourselves is disordered and fractious, and
many of our historic norms are fading
from memory. The hegemony of Christi-
anity in the West is long gone, and its uni-
fying force has faded dramatically around
the world. The same is true in Canada,
which is now largely secular.

I point again to Stuart Macdonald and
Brian Clarke’s wonderful book Leaving
Christianizy, which analyzes the sharp and
sustained drop in attendance and mem-
bership in Protestant denominations in
Canada since the 1960s. The question of
the future of The Presbyterian Church
in Canada is littdle different from other
Reformed churches, both here and abroad.
In many ways, the future of our church

In this, our 175th year, the College leadership
1s focusing on what we should be when we

celebrate Knox at 200.

is vested with the three seminaries—and
Knox, being the largest, takes this respon-
sibility very seriously.

In this, our 175th year, the College
leadership is focusing on what we should
be when we celebrate Knox at 200. The
faculty are examining the sorts of cur-
ricula that will equip future ministers
to work and preach in an overwhelm-
ingly un-churched Canada and world.
The executive staff are working to secure
our fiscal future with reduced (but fortu-
nately now predictable) financial support
from General Assembly, and now also in
the wake of the recently announced cut
in tuition by the Ontario government.
The new focus on broadening our student
base, especially among international stu-
dents, is part of ensuring our continued
financial viability.

Our desire to boost the proportion of
international students studying at Knox
is also strategic, seeking to help our
denomination’s future ministers work in
our pluralistic, multilingual Canada that

is increasingly diverse in ethnicities and
countries of origin.

This is the primary focus of my letter to
you today. The student body at Knox is a
very good reflection of the makeup of the
congregations of the current Presbyterian
Church in Canada. The staff is less so, but
the Board and its committees are the least
reflective of contemporary Canada. The
Board looks (and sounds) very much like
the “old” PCC. So I am asking you to help
us change the makeup of the Board and its
committees to become more representa-
tive of our new Canada: look around your
congregation and presbytery for people
who might want to help by joining our
committees. The committees are: Gover-
nance and Nominations; Administration;
Academic; Intercultural and Diversity; and
Investment. Please send us a note at knox.
college@utoronto.ca with your suggestions.

We look forward to seeing many of you
at our spring Convocation (see back cover),
and at our special 175th Convocation in

the fall (see below).

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Special Convocation Service
Tuesday, November 5, 2019

4 P.M. IN THE KNOX COLLEGE CHAPEL
Celebrating the 175th Anniversary of

the first Knox College class, which was
held on November 5, 1844
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CELEBRATING

I75 years as
Knox College

By Stuart Macdonald, Knox’s Professor of Church and Society

FIRST CLASSES HELD, IST KNOX COLLEGE
Home of the Rev. Henry Esson, James Street

On November 5, 1844, the first session opened with 14 students.
The Rev. Henry Esson and the Rev. Andrew King conducted
classes. The building was red brick, on the east side of James
Street. The college consisted of a large room furnished with

one table, two wooden benches, and a few chairs.

O GROW AS A CHURCH, you have to understand your context—and then provide
ministers who can serve congregations worshipping in that context. And so, in
colonial Upper Canada in 1844, one of the first actions taken by a new fledging
denomination (made up of Presbyterians sympathetic to the new Free Church
in Scotland) was to create a theological College. Rather than “importing” ministers from
elsewhere, this new denomination was determined to train its own. Knox College was born.

Knox was not the first Presbyterian
theological College in Upper Canada;
Queen’s in Kingston holds that distinc-
tion. But Queen’s was the theological
College of Presbyterians connected to the
Church of Scotland. The majority of Pres-
byterian clergy and congregations here
in the colony had joined their Scottish
colleagues— breaking with the Church
of Scotland and establishing the Free
Church. These Presbyterians needed their
own college, and so classes at Knox began.

The denomination grew, eventually
becoming part of a national denomination,
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, cre-
ated in 1875. And Knox grew—eventually
needing new facilities and new faculty. The
College constructed its first purpose-built
home on Spadina Avenue, also in 1875.

The administration had already estab-
lished links with the University of Toronto,

where many future ministers completed the
necessary undergraduate degrees. Unlike
Presbyterians in the Church of Scotland
tradition, Free Presbyterians believed that
the government was responsible for provid-
ing “secular” (more accurately: non-denom-
inational Christian) university education.
They saw the church’s responsibility as
providing only the theological education
that followed an undergraduate degree.
Free Presbyterians were strong supporters
of non-denominational education, which
in nineteenth century Canada meant the
emerging University of Toronto; most other
universities were affiliated with denomi-
nations: Queen’s (Church of Scotland
Presbyterians), Trinity (Anglicans), Vic-
toria (Methodists), St. Michael’s (Roman
Catholics), and McMaster (Baptist).
Knox, which received its provincial
charter in 1858, became a strong partner

with the University of Toronto and
federated with the University in 1890.
The College’s connection to the larger
University was reinforced when Knox
decided to erect the current building
(opened in 1915) at the centre of the
University of Toronto’s St. George Campus.

Through most of its history, Knox
College’s primary mission has been edu-
cating candidates for ministry, whether
in Canada or on mission fields through-
out the world. Our church and society’s
understanding of ministry and ministry
preparation has changed over the decades,
of course. For example, the church now
expects that pastoral care courses join
academic courses in ministry prepara-
tion. And so it is not surprising that
Knox’s courses, approaches to teaching,
and educational content have also evolved
to meet needs.

KNOX COLLEGE e Fuith Matters®
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CELEBRATING 175 YEARS AS KNOX COLLEGE

2ND KNOX COLLEGE
Adelaide Street West

The Rev. Henry Esson moved from
James Street to 79 Adelaide Street
West, between York and Simcoe.

For a time classes for “Knox's College”
(so called in 1846) were held there.

Even as educating ministers has always
been Knox’s primary focus, the College
has also been deeply involved in other
aspects of the life of the church. Faculty
have published and shared their thoughts
with the church and with the academic
world. Faculty have also served as leaders
in the church, serving on church com-
mittees and providing expert guidance.
This leadership has proven valuable before,
during, and after the church union of 1925.
For example, Walter Bryden’s lectures and
publications provided a renewed theologi-
cal vision for The Presbyterian Church in
Canada in the years after 1925.

Further, Knox has often been involved
in lay education, including the teaching
of deaconesses, in cooperation with what
became Ewart College. Ewart was origi-
nally known as the Missionary and Dea-
coness Training School, and it served the
church for many years before The Presby-
terian Church in Canada decided in 1991
to amalgamate Ewart College with Knox
College. Ewart College’s legacy continues
through the focus on Christian Education
at Knox College.

Knox has also been involved in graduate
theological education. In 1944 Knox joined
with fellow Toronto Protestant theological
Colleges to found the Toronto Graduate

3RD KNOX COLLEGE

North side of Front Street,
between York and Bay

From 1848-1853, the college occupied
four houses called the Ontario Terrace
(erected about 1845), later the site of
Queen'’s Hotel

School for Theological Studies, which
provided advanced theological degrees.
This cooperation continued, and in 1969
in the new ecumenical spirit after Vatican
II, Roman Catholic colleges also joined
the newly founded Toronto School of
Theology (TST) to provide education for
ministerial leadership as well as advanced
theological programs. The TST entered
into its first memorandum of agreement
with the University of Toronto in 1978.

The Toronto School of Theology
reflected the ecumenical spirit of the late
1960s, 1970s, and into the 1980s; joint
classes in New Testament, church history,
theology, and other subjects were com-
mon features of this period. In the years
following, budget restraints, curricular
changes, and the changing needs of stu-
dents have made cooperation of this kind
more challenging. But the TST continues
to link the Colleges together, provide for
shared library resources across the system,
and be the central hub for graduate theo-
logical education.

In the last sixty years, Knox has seen a
great many changes. Beyond being part
of the TST, Knox’s student body changed
dramatically. First, after the General
Assembly’s decision to allow ordination
of women for ministry in 1966, women

4TH KNOX COLLEGE

Northwest corner of Grosvenor

and St. Vincent Streets

Instead of building a new college as recommended
by the Synod in 1854, the college purchased

and occupied (1855-1875) Elmsley Villa, former
residence of Lord Elgin while in Toronto.

became a far more significant part of
Knox’s student body. (Some women had
been obtaining degrees in theology and
divinity from Knox prior to 1966 despite
being unable to be ordained; Caroline
E. MacLaren was the first woman to
graduate from Knox College, back in
1925.) Second, the student body also
became more ethnically diverse, particu-
larly as changes in immigration allowed
Korean and Korean Canadian students
to become more numerous. The current
student body reflects the diversity of
Presbyterians in Canada.

The student body also now reflects
broader societal changes, as theological
students are no longer all young, single,
and living in the Knox residence as once
would have been the case; they are now
often older, even if only a few years older,
married, and commute to the College.
With advances in technology, many stu-
dents even live at great distances from
the College, but they are able to study
through online education or the use of
video-conferencing. Knox classrooms and
the library have embraced the technology
needed to make this possible.

Knox has continued to expand its
programs of study and to develop new
degree programs. As well as the Master
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CELEBRATING 175 YEARS AS KNOX COLLEGE

Based on the 1958
document published
by The Knox College
Centenary Committee
on the centenary of the
granting of the charter
for Knox College.

5TH KNOX COLLEGE 6TH KNOX COLLEGE

Spadina Avenue, north of College Avenue St. George Street

The cornerstone was laid April 3, 1874, and the Around the turn of the last century, one of the college’s most pressing needs
college moved from Grosvenor Street to Spadina was for additional space to house its library. This, as well as the need for

in October 1875. The building was spacious, with extensive repairs to the Spadina buildings, spurred the college to make plans
classrooms, library, chapel, and accommodations to erect the current building on St. George Street. The cornerstone was laid
for about 80 students. on September 26, 1912, and the college opened on September 29, 1915.

of Divinity (MDiv), which trains stu-
dents for ministry in congregations or PAST PRINCIPALS OF KNOX COLLEGE

other institutions, Knox also offers: a
Master of Theological Studies (MTS)
degree for general theological studies or
preparation for graduate work; a Mas-
ter of Religious Education (MRE) for
those who wish to focus on Christian
Education; and, since 2016, a Master of
Pastoral Studies (MPS), which focuses Michael Willis William Caven William MacLaren Alfred Gandier
on spiritual care and psychotherapy, 1857-1870 1873-1904 1904-1909 1909-1925
social service, or pastoral leadership.
In these and other ways, Knox College
continues to try to meet the needs of
the ever-changing culture in Canada.
The Canadian context has changed
over 175 years. We are no longer a colo-
nial, largely rural society, but one that
is modern, post-industrial, and largely
urban and suburban. The context of the
church has also changed. In the colo-
nial period when Knox was established,
our task was largely to build churches
and train ministers to serve in those
churches. The College evolved as the
church expanded and became a cen-
tral part of Canadian society. Now, as
we find ourselves in a post-Christian

Thomas Eakin Walter W. Bryden Stanley Glen Allan Farris
1926-1940 1945-1952 1952-1976 1976-1977

culture, the challenge is to continue to J. Charles Hay Donald J. M. Arthur Van Seters J. Dorcas Gordon
adapt, so that we can serve the church 1978-1985 Corbett 1992-1999 1999-2017
and the world in this secular age. 1985-1990
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FACULTY INTERVIEW

Powers,
Principalities,
and the Spirit

Esther E. Acolatsel | .

Why did you write this book? What’s
the main thing you want readers to
take away?

This book is about helping the West-
ern church and academy to rethink their
position on the theology of the spirit
world that we find in scripture. We in the
West have completely demythologized the
mythos of scripture. We tease apart the
ethical, rational aspects of scripture from
the supra-rational (not illogical or irratio-
nal, but transcending human understand-
ing). We see scripture as merely a vehicle
for ethics.

But how can we account for the
declension of Christianity in the North
and West, and the ascension of the same
faith in the Global South? Could it be
because of our attitudes and beliefs about
the spiritual nature of faith? Could it
be because of the difference in attitude
toward the otherworldly picture painted
by the scriptures? You can’t draw a direct
cause/effect connection, but there seems
to be at least a relationship between a
more literal and literary understand-
ing of scripture, of belief in the spirit
world, and the flourishing of Christi-
anity. This is happening not just in the
Global South, but also in certain more
conservative, spiritually demonstrative
denominations of the North.

Secularization and modernity are
mediating our reading of scripture. But if
we keep saying we don't believe in demons,
Satan, the unseen spirit world—does that
mean we are indirectly saying we also no

longer believe in God? Are we expelling
God because we are eliding the spirit
world in our theological accounts of life?

The way that we have read scripture has
said that we can “do faith” without the
God of the scripture. We have distilled
the moral ethical vision that we think
it wants to project, and we think thats
all we need to carry on. So we can go
to church, and it doesn’t matter if God
shows up. We are not expecting God in
the now. When we read the Bible, it’s as
though we are reading a history of Israel’s
story with God— not reading our own
story with God.

The main thing I want readers to take
away from this book is that the God of
scripture— of Israel’s faith, of the apostles’
faith, the God the early church knew—is
the same God today. The God who
walked in scripture wants to walk with
people of faith again today.

What implications do you see for the
church today?

If we continue to ignore the spirit
world, we will have an arid faith that gives
no life to us, and we can't invite people
to that. People will have deeper ethical
mores to draw from. Scripture is a living,
breathing document, a place where God
continues to address humanity. God is
already here and invites us to join him at
work. If we aren’t able to invite people to
this kind of faith, this kind of God, and
a palpable, spirit-filled life, should we be

inviting them?

Reclaiming the mystery
of the spirit world

In February 2018, Wm B. Eerdman’s published Powers, Principalities,
and the Spirit: biblical realism in Africa and the West by Esther E. Acolatse.
The Rev. Dr. Esther Acolatse is Associate Professor of Pastoral
Theology and Intercultural Studies at Knox College.

The Rev. Dr. Esther E. Acolatse

This is not about making people bet-
ter, it’s about making people fuller. We all
know people who don't believe in God who
are “better” than us. Faith is not about civil
society, it is about God coming to be with
us, to be in relationship; this is a God who
was not just in scripture, but who is today.

Everywhere you turn, people are look-
ing for enchantment. Look at Harry Pot-
ter and so many movie blockbusters! The
enlightenment has come, yet everyone is
turning to the spiritual (but not to reli-
gion). The world people want to inhabit is
very different than what we give them in
theological academy and the church. So,
can our attitude toward the supernatu-
ral become, with integrity, more in line
with what the scripture presents? Can we
reclaim the mystery of the spirit world?

[El CONNEXIONS e SPRING 2019
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FACULTY INTERVIEW

“The African church shows us that we can walk in this middle
world between both secularization and a spiritual world
teeming with enchantment.”

How does this research and learning
affect your teaching at Knox?

We cannot assume that the presence
of technology means that we have left
behind belief in the supernatural. The
African church shows us that we can walk
in this middle world between both secu-
larization and a spiritual world teeming
with enchantment. Scripture teaches us
to neither overvalue the spirit world (by
demonizing every vice) nor undervalue
it. Sometimes Jesus cast out demons, and
sometimes he made mud paste to heal.
Paul discusses behaviour and everyday
relationships before noting that “our
struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the author-
ities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of

evil in the heavenly realms” (Eph. 6:12).

So now, the Western church and
academia could —instead of looking at
Africa as an anomaly and a place where
belief is still in its infancy —become
reacquainted with their own roots, their
religious past. Not so long ago, bap-
tism included renouncing the devil. I
invite us to become reacquainted with
our primal spiritual past and to believe
not just the way we want to, but believe
again with the apostles, believe with the
entire church. At Knox, in many ways
I am continuing the tradition that we
know, connected with Scottish primal
religion. We know that we don’t only
worship cerebrally. I bring that founda-
tion to my teaching. So how does the
God we theologize about became real in

the world we see today? Where are the
pockets of enchantment, where God is
alive and well, beyond what we are call-
ing post-Christian?

Every day my students are giving me
hope, by the ministry they envision in the
future and through their spiritual lives and
spiritual practices. I commence each class
session with an invitation for people to
share the scriptures that came to mind as
they engaged with the assigned theologi-
cal, philosophical, and psychological texts.
The scriptures they note, in both breadth
and depth, demonstrate their high view
of scripture. A high view of scripture goes
hand in hand with prayer—and that is a
prescription for attacking evil forces and
for building of the kingdom of God’s

good future.

Knox students
Anne McGillivray,
Cecilia Appiah-
Agyei, and
Edward Yoo

with Professor
Acolatse.
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KNOX NEWS

INTEGRATING HEARTS, MINDS, AND HANDS:

Pastoral Studies connects the spiritual
and psychological to meet deep needs

‘ ‘ T HE MASTER OF PASTORAL STUDIES
degree is equipping individuals
to go into pastoral care and

spiritual care situations among people

struggling with the existential, spiritual
distresses of life,” said Susie Choi, Minister
at Mississauga Chinese Presbyterian

Church. She studied at Knox for her

Master of Divinity degree and has now

returned to deepen her skills in pastoral

ministry through the Master of Pastoral

Studies (MPS).

Choi appreciates that the program
brings together counseling and psycho-
logical theory, biblical foundations, and
practical clinical experience. Master of
Divinity programs in seminaries have
included spiritual formation with theo-
logical education for some time. But
for the MPS, the focus of integrating

Dr. Angela
Schmidt, Knox’s
Director of
Experiential
Learning and
Innovation

“We are training students to be helping
professionals in all kinds of settings.
It’s about integrating faith and practice”

the spiritual with the psychological is
unique. Dr. Angela Schmidt, Knox’s
Director of Experiential Learning and
Innovation, as well as academic advisor
to all MPS students, said, “This makes
our program distinct from this type of
training in a secular setting. Because
we are in a Christian program, we help
students not only to have a biblical and
theological foundation from which to
work, but also to think theologically and

spiritually — so it becomes the strength
from which they work.

“We are promoting spiritually inte-
grated psychotherapy. We're really help-
ing to prepare people in two disciplines,
like doing cross-training. We want them
to be strong theologically and spiritually
as well as to have a solid psychological
foundation. Then we want to guide them
in the work of integration,” said Schmidt.

“We're really trying to get underneath their
learning and help them reflect on it in a
much deeper way.”

MPS graduate Emma Lim agrees. She
said the program not only enables students
to enhance their skills and knowledge as
therapists, but it also offers opportunity
for self-reflection, growth, and training
as a disciple of Jesus. “The MPS program
brought my faith to deeper level,” she said.

Lim was trained as a traditional psy-
chotherapist and also has a master’s degree
in special education. She had been work-
ing in the field for 25 years but realized
that her clinical training only went so far.

“I have witnessed people’s spiritual journey
through suffering, despair, and all sorts of
questions about God and life,” she said.

“It has led me to pay attention to the
spiritual aspect of psychotherapy—and
the MPS program seemed to be the right
degree for this work.”

Schmidt said, “We are preparing stu-
dents to be registered psychotherapists

CONNEXIONS ¢ SPRING 20I9
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Lisa Dolson completed her Master of
Divinity degree at Knox, and then she
returned to add the MPS to her training
because of a strong pull towards
pastoral ministry.

recognized by the province of Ontario,
but with a unique lens—which is attend-
ing to that which is spiritual, so that the
spiritual can be part of the healing process.
This approach is holistic, not just attend-
ing to the physical, emotional, mental, or
social, but looking at the whole person.
We are training students to be helping
professionals in all kinds of settings. It’s
about integrating faith and practice.”
She explained, “Experiential learning
is the place where theory and practice
become integrated, and that becomes

Knox MPS graduate Emma Lim trained
as a traditional psychotherapist and
also has a master’s degree in special
education.

the foundation of our professional work.”
This is required both for Master of Divin-
ity students preparing for ministry (in a
congregation or the community) and
for Master of Pastoral Studies students
preparing for a counseling ministry in
many settings, including a congregational
context. “Experiential learning is about
formation; it’s about helping the student
to become aware of who they are, so that
they practice from a ‘safe and effective
use of self” stance. But the more they’re
aware of their own history, personality,

Susie Choi, Minister at Mississauga
Chinese Presbyterian Church, studied at
Knox for her Master of Divinity degree
and has now returned to deepen her
skills in pastoral ministry through the
Master of Pastoral Studies (MPS).

and natural skills, they also become more
aware of things that might hinder them
in ministry or counseling practice. That
helps them to become better practitioners.”

Lisa Dolson completed her Master of
Divinity degree at Knox, and then she
returned to add the MPS to her training
because of a strong pull towards pastoral
ministry. She explained that the MPS
program has enabled her to bring theo-
logical and psychological theories and
spiritual understanding together. She
concluded, “I think Knox is doing a
good job of weaving together the whole
process. We can go out and be prepared
for this new world.”

The Master of Pastoral Studies program
trains students in spiritual care therapy
in preparation for work in hospitals, cor-
rectional facilities, long-term care centres,
congregations, and other places tradition-
ally served by chaplains, as well as for one-
on-one psychotherapy in a clinical setting.
Students in the MPS program can choose
either a professional degree stream intended
Jor a clinical spiritual care setting, or a con-
gregational pastoral care stream, which is
Jfocused on pastoral ministry in churches.
Learn more about the MPS at www.knox.
utoronto.ca/mps.
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ASIAN CENTRE UPDATE

AL
Y

CROSSING CULTURES TOGETHER 2018:

Shaping our future together

Jointly sponsored by Knox College and The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s Justice Ministries

Dong-Ha
Kim

DIRECTOR OF
THE CENTRE

FOR ASIAN-
CANADIAN
THEOLOGY
& MINISTRY

c ROSSING CULTURES TOGETHER
(2018) was a polyphony of voices
coming together to address a
common theme: the legacy of Indigenous
history within Canada and how Indig-
enous people impact the recent immigrant
communities. We as a planning commit-
tee hoped that participants might begin
to understand what genuine reconcilia-
tion could mean between the Indigenous
people and others—especially the most
recent arrivals—who now call Canada
their home.

We envisioned an event wherein those
gathered could start breaking down the
walls of misunderstanding that continue
to define the relationship between the
original settlers of Canada and other
settlers. The event included a unifying
Communion service and participation
in the Blanketr Exercise to broaden our
understanding of the Indigenous history
in Canada. Highlights from our speakers
included:

Jonathan Hamilton-Diabo, Direc-
tor of Indigenous Initiatives at the Uni-
versity of Toronto, asked participants,
“How do you fix the ‘problem’ when you

Event organizers and presenters Katharine Masterton-Sisk, Dong-Ha Kim, Jonathan
Hamilton-Diabo, Ben Kuo, and Esther Acolatse with Knox College Principal John Vissers.

don’t have a relationship to begin with?”
He urged the group to begin the pro-
cess of moving forward by beginning to
build relationships. This involves, above
all, listening—and then also sharing of

ourselves.

Dr. Ben C. H. Kuo, , a Taiwanese-
born and North American-educated
counseling psychologist taught the par-
ticipants about intergenerational trauma
within communities. The Indigenous
community has been subject to histori-
cal oppression. Undoing this cumulative
trauma will realistically take few decades
of active engagement from all levels of
our collective society! Healing can begin
take place when people start to talk about
the trauma.

Dr. Esther Acolatse, Associate Pro-
fessor of Pastoral Theology and Intercul-
tural Studies at Knox College, outlined
the importance of also acknowledging
that many newcomers to Canada are
also dealing with their own issues as they
jouwrney through the psychological and
cultural transitions in their new home.
Dr. Acolatse encouraged the new arriv-
als to Canada to invest in their future by
earnestly engaging in the act of “shaping
our future together.”

The group understood that listening
to the stories being told was an impor-
tant move toward community building
and healing of past wounds; it is an
investment in a future that we will all
share together.
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ASIAN CENTRE UPDATE

A public forum

hosted by the Centre
for Asian-Canadian
Theology and Ministry
at Knox College

PANELISTS

V;J_g Asian-Canadian churches
W] of today—for tomorrow

APRIL 29, 2019, 2-8 PM

In a research project titled, “Challenges and opportunities for Asian-
Canadian immigrant churches with first- and second-generation

congregants,” the Asian Centre conducted qualitative research with

help from the members of Chinese, Taiwanese, and Korean churches in
the Greater Toronto Area. In this study, congregants and ministers from
both the ethnic language services and English language services at each
church shared about challenges and opportunities they face, and they
envisioned their churches 25 years from now.

At the public forum on April 29, attendees were invited to add their

voices to the research findings, and to envision their own churches in
25 years. The event included a presentation of the research findings,
group interaction, panel discussion, and debriefing.

This research project and public forum were possible, in large part, due
to the Project Grant for Researchers from Louisville Institute. Through its
Project Grants for Researchers Program, the Louisville Institute supports
initiative strategies for investigating adaptive challenges faced by North
American Christianity. Knox College and the Centre for Asian-Canadian
Theology and Ministry also contributed financially and in other ways.

Dr. Dong-Ha Kim holds Master of
Divinity and Doctor of Theology
degrees from Knox College. Now
blessed with experiences in
congregational ministry, church
committees, and governance, Dr. Kim
is excited about mentoring students
in his roles as Director of Basic
Degree Studies and as Director of the
Centre for Asian-Canadian Theology
and Ministry at Knox College.

The Rev. In Kee Kim has been lead
minister of St. Timothy’s Korean
Presbyterian Church for over 25
years, working with both Korean-
and English-speaking congregants.
In addition to being an experienced
researcher, Rev. Kim has a wealth
of experience that spans diverse
areas of leadership in the PCC and
at Knox College.

Dr. Ben C.H. Kuo is a Professor of
Clinical Psychology at the University
of Windsor, Canada, and is a regis-
tered and practicing psychologist in
Ontario. He has more than 25 years
of clinical experience working with
and treating diverse clients, including
international students, immigrants,
refugees, racial/ethnic minorities, and
non-minority individuals in North
America and Asia.

Dr. Nam Soon Song has taught in
Christian Education at Knox College
since 2000. Her recent qualitative
research leadership includes: “Youth
Ministry that Matters: Voices of
Korean Canadian Youth” published
by The Journal of Youth Ministry and
“Demythologizing the ‘Silent Exodus’:
Asian Canadian Protestant Young
Adults” submitted for publication in The
International Journal of Practical Theology.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE — KOREAN TRANSLATION
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE — CHINESE TRANSLATION
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KNOX KNEWS

Tamiko Corbett

Tamiko Nakamura Corbett passed away December
11, 2018, at Crofton Manor, Vancouver. She was a
graduate of Ewart College (1959), and she received
a Doctor of Divinity degree (honoris causa) from
Knox College in 2000 and a Distinguished
Leadership Award from Knox College in 2014.
She received this honour for her leadership as a
diaconal minister in the Korean Christian Church
in Japan, direction of the Women’s Missionary

Brian McKenzie Malcolm

Brian McKenzie Malcolm passed away
November 15, 2018, surrounded by his three
sons and wife, Marnie. Brian served as Knox
College Administrator from 1988 to 2001, and
he was a founding board member and longtime
treasurer for the Ecumenical Chaplaincy at the
University of Toronto. The Rev. Dr. Stuart
Macdonald said, “Brian served diligently and
faithfully under several Principals, including

Iain G. Nicol
The Rev. Dr. Tain G. Nicol, retired Professor of
Systematic Theology at Knox College died early
on the morning of February 4, 2019, in Peterbor-
ough, Ontario.

Professor Nicol taught at Knox College from
1976 until his retirement in 2002. He also served
as Director of the Toronto School of Theology
from 1980 until 1987. lain was a beloved teacher,
an esteemed colleague, and a friend to many.

As a theologian in the Reformed tradition,
lain’s interests spanned from the theology of
ED.E. Schleiermacher to the doctrine of creation
and ecological theology. He never wavered from

Margaret Near (E’52) passed Wallace Inglis Little (K’62)
away October 22, 2017. passed away July 24, 2018.

John Ferrier (K’74) passed away George A. Malcolm (K’s53)
December 21, 2018. passed away July 28, 2018.

Society, and compassionate work in bringing
cultures together as the first lay Moderator of The
Presbyterian Church in Canada.

She was married to the Rev. Dr. Don Corbett
who was the Principal at Knox College from
1985 to 1990. A Celebration of Life for Tam
occurred at Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church on
January 4, 2019.

Read more at www. knox.utoronto.caltamikocorbett.

Dr. Arthur Van Seters and Dr. Dorcas Gordon.
He was a very warm and caring person.” Dr.
Macdonald is Professor of Church and Society
and Vice Principal at Knox; he joined the Knox
Faculty in 1996, while Brian was serving as Knox
College Administrator. A Celebration of Life
occurred December 7, 2018, at Eglinton St.
George’s United Church.

Read more at www. knox.utoronto.calbrianmalcolm.

pointing his students to the vastness of God’s love
and grace. In addition to teaching at Knox College,
Dr. Nicol also served as Minister-in-Association
with St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Toronto.

We extend our condolences and pray that
God’s peace will be with lain’s wife Eleanor, his
daughter Juliet, his son Roy, and the rest of the
family. With faith in the resurrection and the
life everlasting, Knox College gives gratitude to
God for the life and ministry of lain G. Nicol.
Requiescat in pace.

A memorial service was held at St. Andrews
Church (73 Simcoe St., Toronto) on February 10, 2019.

Kenneth Wheaton (K’71)
passed away October 27, 2018.

Dr. Wallace Whyte (K’54)
passed away December 27, 2018.

J. Douglas Gordon (K’s2) passed  Kaja Muhn (K’98) passed away

away December 19, 2018. June 7, 2018.
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KNOXFRA Dinner celebrates
residence community

T THE 31ST ANNUAL Knox For-

mer Residents’

Dinner on November 3, 2018,
current and former residents shared tales
of their lives at Knox and celebrated the
generations of community formed in the
residence.

Keynote speaker Ryan Janzen, well-
known in the Knox community, is a
scientist, engineering researcher, and
entrepreneur whose innovations have
led to advances in acoustics, aerospace
electronics, mathematics, and vehicle pro-
pulsion. Janzen talked about the indirect
benefits of the Knox Residence, where
people from diverse backgrounds thrive
through interaction. He encourages envi-
ronments like these, which allow naturally
varied connections. Janzen called these
interactions “antidisciplinary” as opposed
to multidisciplinary; people combine
knowledge and methods in ways that
create something totally new.

Co-founder of aerospace company
TransPod, Janzen is currently working
on a next generation of 1ooo km/h trans-
portation—a “spacecraft that looks like a
plane and operates like a train.” He strives
to think holistically about the business,
physics, and human experience elements
of the project. At the kNoxFra Dinner,
he spoke on “Pushing the limits of sci-
ence, engineering, and art: new frontiers
in ultra-high-speed transportation, scien-
tific research, and unexpected applications
to music,” demonstrating his antidisci-
plinary approach firsthand.

Also at the xkNoxFra Dinner, Dr.
Lindsay A. Belch received the KNOXFRA
Award of Honour. Dr. Belch lived in
the Knox Residence from 1949 to 1951,
and he generously served on the xNox-
FRA Executive Committee for 15 years.
He has been integral to welcoming new
residents and getting them involved in

Association

College life; generations of students have
felt his impact. The kNoxFra Commit-
tee and Knox Community are grateful
for his dedicated, dignified leadership.
Dr. Belch’s distinguished 56-year career
in medicine included 15 years as Chief
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at North
York General Hospital. He and Ruth have
been married for 63 years. They have been
lifelong members of The Presbyterian
Church in Canada.

As he accepted the award, Dr. Belch
referenced Knox College’s Latin motto,
Verbum Dat Lucem (“The Word Gives
Light”) and urged those present to “keep
the lights on” in their lives and at Knox
College.

At the kNoxFRA Annual General Meet-
ing held in conjunction with the Dinner,
Executive Committee members Sheela
Rupal and William MacEachern conclud-
ed their terms; William MacEachern had
generously served on the kNoxrra Execu-
tive Committee since 1988. Also, Andrew
Wood-Gaines, who had served as KNOXFRA
President for 15 years, concluded his term
as President. Committee member Ronald
Benn will succeed Andrew Wood-Gaines
in this role.

Knox residents at the KNOXFRA Dinner,
along with staff member Daniela D’Aniello
(front row, third from right), who oversees
the residence.

Dr. Lindsay A. Belch, recipient of the 2018
KNOXFRA Award of Honour.
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Inaugural John A. McKenzie Scholar

THE RALPH M. BARFORD FOUNDATION estab-
lished the John A. McKenzie Scholarship in
recognition of the Rev. Dr. John A. McKenzie
(1865-1918). Robert Revington, the inaugural John A.
McKenzie Scholar, began his doctoral program at Knox
College in September 2018, intending to write his the-
sis (supervised by Stuart Macdonald) on how biblical
scholarship has historically been perceived in Christian
culture. Revington holds master’s degrees in religious
studies and in history.

The John A. McKenzie Scholarship is granted
to a newly admitted domestic doctoral student
demonstrating good academic standing and financial
need. Dr. McKenzie (later spelled MacKenzie)
graduated from Knox College in 1895 and earned a
Ph.D. in 1904. His pastorates included Oakwood and
Cambray, Kirkwall, Shelburne, and Riverdale.

October 4, 2018, the family of John McKenzie
enjoyed a meal with Robert Revington, inaugural
John A. McKenzie Scholar.

From left, back row: Beth Malcolm (President of the

Ralph M. Barford Foundation); Barb Randall*, Danielle
MacKenzie, Don MacKenzie*, Ralph Barford*; middle row:
Catherine Forrest, Darlene MacKenzie, Ted Brown; seated:
Ian MacKenzie*.

*Grandchild of John A. McKenzie (later spelled MacKenzie).

2019 KNOXFRA NETWORKING & WINE TASTING

Current and former Knox residents unite to answer trivia. More
than 5o gathered at the 7th annual Knox Former Residents’
Association Networking and Wine Tasting event, March 7, 2019.

Congratulations,
doctoral graduates

The following Knox doctoral students
graduated from the University of
St. Michael’s College in November 2018:

Ji Hoon Cho
Thesis: An Investigation of a Homiletical Utility
of the Apostles’ Creed as a Means of Preaching
the Gospel Faithfully and Effectively

Sung Il Moon
Thesis: Jeong and Empathy for Pastoral Care and
Counselling in the Korean Protestant Context
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Dave Lee receives George Black
Membership Scholarship

NOX COLLEGE IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE that Dave Lee

(M.Div. student) has been declared a recipient of the

George Black Membership Scholarship for the 2019
year. Dave will be 1 of 7 post-secondary students across Canada,
representing a range of Canadian regional and denominational
spectrum, to have received this award for the upcoming year.

The George Black Membership Scholarships are awarded annu-
ally to Canadian college, university or seminary students showing
potential in the field of congregational song. This initiative is
named after George Black, who has been described as a consum-
mate teacher who mentored clergy, lay readers and musicians for
his entire life.

In the last six years, 29 students from nine post-secondary insti-
tutions have received this scholarship, thereby learning what the
Hymn Society may offer to them as they embark on their careers.

Well done, Dave.— From the Knox College Faculty

ALUMNI NEWS

Hyo Jae Lee and Dave Lee in class at Knox.

Rebecca Jess (K'18) Lisa Dolson (K’16) David McFarlane (K'18)
was ordained and was ordained and was ordained and
inducted September 9, inducted September 9, inducted July 31, 2018,
2018, at Armour Heights 2018, at Knox PC, at Renfrew (Ont.) PC.

PC, Toronto (Ont.). Bayfield (Ont.).

William Min (K’18) Nicolas Renaud (K’18)
was ordained September was ordained and
9, 2018, and inducted inducted at Knox PC
September 16, 2018, (Spadina), Toronto (Ont.).

at First Presbyterian,
Penetanguishene (Ont.).

Knox wishes a wonderful
retirement to:

Sharif Garas (K'03) retired April 1, 2018.

Sun Deuk Hong (K’87) retired September 16, 2018.
J. Mark Lewis (K’83) retired November 9, 2018.
Jean K. MacAulay (K’'o4) retired May 1, 2018.
Daniel MacKinnon (K’83) retired August 14, 2018.
Daniel Roushorne (K’93) retired September 1, 2018.
Fred Stewart (K’03) retired September 30, 2018.
Mark Turner (K’8y) retired November 1, 2018.
William Vanderstelt (K’'93) retired September 1, 2018.

SEND US YOUR NEWS!

Have you published a book?
Gotten married? Been called to a

congregation? Had a baby?

Send your news to
knox.communications@utoronto.ca
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COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Knox College’s 175 Convocation
Wednesday, May 8, 2019 ¢ 7:30 p.m.
Celebrating 175 years (1844-2019) with an eye to the future

Photo by Michael Muraz

Join us for Knox College’s 175 Convocation in a new auditorium at One Spadina Crescent. This
auditorium is part of the historic building that was Knox’s home (1875-1915); the building is
now the University of Toronto’s John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape, and Design.

The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, a leader in the theological study of the art of preaching, will give the
Convocation address, titled “Dreamers.” Dr. Powery is dean of Duke University Chapel and associate
professor of homiletics at Duke Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina.

The degree Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa) will be conferred upon the Rev. Dr. Paul McLean
in recognition of outstanding service in the completed and ongoing work of Bible translation together with
the translation teams of The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT).

Seating is limited; reserve your free ticket at knox.utoronto.ca/convocation
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